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Mohandas  Karamchand  Gandhi  took  care  to  nurse  his  ailing 
father.  While  he  was  at  South  Africa,  he  strove  hard  to  protect 
the  interests  of  the  Indian  community  living  there.  He 
discovered  the  mode  of  Sathyagraha  struggle  and  adopted  it 
to  the  situation  there.  He  served  the  cause  of  Indian 
Independence  adopting  the  same  form  of  struggle.  Gandhiji 
wanted  to  see  God  that  is  T ruth  face  to  face.  But  unlike  other 
earlier  seekers,  he  did  not  go  to  the  Himalayas  seeking  solitude 
and  resort  to  penance  there.  He  was  sure  that  the  caves  of 
Himalayas  would  not  serve  the  purpose  of  achieving  his  goal. 
He  understood  that  by  serving  the  people  of  the  land,  he  could 
have  the  vision  of  Truth.  He  therefore  engaged  himself  in  the 
service  of  the  Nation. 

As  an  individual,  he  applied  his  Soul  Force,  and  gravitated  all 
towards  him,  and  became  an  unequalled  leader. 

Gandhiji  undertook  a  life  style  based  on  Truth.  He  conducted 
Sathyagraha  struggles  based  on  norms  of  Ethics.  He  elevated 
common  people  also  and  led  them  to  a  life  based  on  Truth. 
He  made  the  satyagraha  struggle  broad  based  one  by  ensuring 
the  participation  of  the  common  people. 

He  was  hailed  as  Mahatma  during  his  lifetime.  He  lived  as  a 
citizen  of  the  world.  He  loved  the  whole  world  and  the  whole 
world  paid  tribute  to  him.  Even  today  he  is  internationally 
acknowledged  as  the  unparalleled  leader  of  the  world. 

It  was  the  eminent  Scientist,  Einstein  who  pointed  out  that  the 
life  of  Mahatma  was  so  great  that  the  future  generations  would 
refuse  to  believe  that  such  a  person  lived  in  flesh  and  blood. 
Leave  alone  the  future  world,  there  is  a  lurking  fear  that  the 
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present  generation  youth  may  discard  the  life  of  Gandhiji  as  a  legend 
and  give  up  in  despair  that  his  life-style  will  not  suit  us.  Fortunately, 
there  are  many  films  and  photographs  of  episodes  in  his  life. 
Government  of  India  have  compiled  the  talks,  interviews  and  letters 
of  Mahatma  in  hundred  volumes.  Apart  from  this,  they  have  brought 
out  Photo  Albums.  All  these  however  serve  the  purpose  of  reference 
at  Libraries.  Gandhi  Study  Centre  wanted  to  bring  out  a  handy  Photo 
Album  of  Gandhiji’s  life  with  textual  explanations.  In  the  right  time, 
PS. Educational  Society  of  Chennai  came  forward  to  lend  its  support 
to  the  fruition  of  this  ambition.  The  first  Edition  was  brought  out  with 
English  and  Tamil  explanations  due  to  the  efforts  of 
Sri  G.Rammohan,  Sri  K.Mohan,  Dr.Devadatta  and  the  Director  of 
Gandhi  Study  Centre  Mr.A.Annamalai.  In  response  to  the  enthusiastic 
public  support,  two  re-prints  also  came  out  in  quick  succession. 

Leaders  of  Sarva  Seva  Sangh  desired  that  this  should  reach  the 
Youth  all  over  India.  It  was  decided  therefore,  to  bring  out  an  edition 
with  textual  explanations  in  English  and  Hindi.  Sarvodaya  leader 
Mr.Thakurdas  Bangh  motivated  and  helped  us  in  various  ways. 
Gandhian  Scholar  Professor  Dr.M.Gnanam  of  Central  Institute  of  Hindi, 
Mysore  helped  us  by  rendering  Hindi  translation  of  the  text  in  real 
quick  time.  Type-set  was  done  by  Dakshina  Bharath  Hindi  Prachar 
Sabha.  We  thank  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Sabha 
Sri  J.S.Ramadass  and  Mrs.Vijayalakshmi  who  have  corrected  the 
proof.  As  usual.  Gem  Offsets  have  produced  this  as  a  very  attractive 
volume.  The  help  and  support  of  these  people  have  made  this  venture 
possible  and  this  sleek  little  volume  is  in  your  hands.  We  offer  our 
gratitude  to  all  these  people  and  all  others  who  have  supported  this 
endeavour  in  one-way  or  the  other. 

Our  dream  is  that  this  volume  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  one  of 
the  Youth  of  India.  We  are  hopeful  that  you  will  support  us  in  the 
fulfillment  of  this  Dream. 

Dr.S.Pandian 
Secretary,  Gandhi  Study  Centre 
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Early  Phase 

1869  -  1 888 


Mahatma  Gandhi  was  born  at  that  point  of  time  in  Indian 
history  when  the  Indian  society  at  large  was  recovering 
from  the  shock  of  the  resounding  defeat  suffered  by  the 
Indian  sepoys  when  they  mutinied  against  their  British 
officers  in  1 857.  The  society  was  slowly  coming  to  accept 
that  the  British  Raj  was  here  to  stay.  A  realization  had 
come  to  the  upper  sections  of  the  society  that  a  totally 
new  system  of  education  had  been  introduced  in  the 
country,  and  that  the  young  men  who  took  to  that  new 
English  education  could  get  a  head  start  in  life.  The 
Gandhis  of  Porbandar  were  no  exceptions  to  this. 
Karamchand  Gandhi,  wanting  to  do  his  best  for  his  three 
sons  sent  them  to  the  best  available  Anglo-Vernacular 
school.  But  only  the  youngest  son,  Mohandas,  could  cope 
with  the  pressures  of  having  to  study  under  the  new 
system,  through  the  medium  of  a  new  language.  But  even 
he  floundered  when  he  went  to  college  in  a  new 
environment  far  away  from  home.  He  gave  up  and 
returned  home.  Fortunately  there  was  an  alternative  to 
the  torment  of  a  college  education  -  going  to  England 
and  getting  qualified  as  a  barrister.  Young  Mohandas  fell 
in  love  with  that  idea. 


Mohandas  Karamchand  Gandhi  was  born  on  2nd  October  1869  in  the  port  town  of  Porbandar  in  Gujarat.  Porbandar  is  a  lovely  little  coastal  town, 
with  its  shoreline  washed  by  the  Arabian  Sea.  At  the  time  of  Gandhiji’s  birth  it  was  the  capital  of  the  principality  of  Kathiawar.  The  house  where  the 
Mahatma  was  born  was  the  ancestral  home  of  the  Gandhis.  It  was  bought  in  1777  by  Harjivan  Gandhi,  the  Mahatma’s  great  grand  father.  The 
Gandhis  lived  in  it  as  a  joint  family.  As  the  joint  family  grew  over  a  period  of  years,  it  was  much  altered;  and  new  rooms  and  higher  storeys  were 
added.  By  the  time  of  the  Mahatma’s  birth  it  had  grown  into  a  massive  three-storeyed  building.  The  house  stands  preserved  in  that  state  till  today. 
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The  Gandhis  were  ‘Vaishyas’  or  ‘traders’  by  caste,  and  belonged  to  the  ‘Modh  Bania’  sect.  But  about  six  generations  earlier  to  the  Mahatma’s,  the 
family  left  trading  and  took  to  serving  the  land-owning  and  princely  families,  in  Junagadh,  and  in  Pbrbandar.  They  served  in  the  court  of  the  princes 
of  Porbandar  ,  with  son  succeeding  father,  and  moving  up  to  higher  posts.  Mahatma’s  grandfather,  Uttamchand  Gandhi  was  the  first  to  be 
appointed  as  ‘Dewan’  or  Prime  Minister.  His  son,  Karamchand  Gandhi,  the  Mahatma’s  father  succeeded  him  as  Dewan.  Karamchand  was  known 
as  a  man  of  brilliance  and  high  principles.  Mahatma’s  mother  Putli  Ba  was  of  a  pious  and  religious  disposition.  She  bore  Karamchand  three  sons 
and  a  daughter.  Her  last  child  was  the  boy  named  Mohandas. 
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Mohandas  was  a  pet  of  both  his  parents.  The  little  boy  had  a  cheerful  sweet  face,  curly  hair,  broad  forehead  and  lovely  eyes.  When  he  was  six,  he 
was  sent  to  a  primary  school  at  Porbandar.  Towards  the  close  of  1876  his  father  was  transferred  as  Prime  minister  of  Rajkot  and  the  family  shifted 
to  the  town  of  Rajkot.  Mohandas’s  proper  schooling  started  from  then  on.  He  studied  primary  Classes  I  and  II  at  a  branch  of  the  local  Taluka  school; 
and  then  in  January  1879,  shifted  to  the  main  school,  known  as  the  City  Taluka  School.  He  studied  Classes  III  and  IV  there.  Once  during  that  period 
he  saw  a  play  depicting  the  story  of  Raja  Harishchandra  and  the  sanctity  the  Raja  in  the  play  attached  to  a  pledged  word,  greatly  moved  him. 
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At  Rajkot,  Karamchand  Gandhi  took  up  residence  in  a  relatively  modest  single-storeyed  house  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  It  came  to  be  known  as 
Kaba  ka  Dera,  meaning  ‘the  camp  of  Karamchand  Bhai’.  The  Dera  was  quite  roomy,  consisting  of  left  and  right  side  wings,  and  a  central  wing 
facing  the  arched  entrance  gate.  The  right  side  wing  was  used  by  Kaba  as  his  living  room,  and  for  receiving  his  friends  and  guests.  Mohan  used 
a  small  room  above  the  main  gate  as  his  study.  The  central  wing  was  Putli  Ba’s  domain  where  she  had  her  kitchen,  dining  area  and  her  pooja 
room.  Fasting  and  austerity  was  an  integral  part  of  her  life.  Later  in  his  life  Gandhiji  acknowledged  that  his  practicing  of  self-denial,  particularly  with 
regard  to  food,  was  learnt  from  his  mother. 
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^1  ip  tJPT?  qn  TOR  ^tfTO  WJ  ^  TO  TO  I  Wf  TO  3^  ^  zpj  RT  TOT  ^  tJR  TO  ^  I  #3R  TO  ^  RT I  TOTOf  iRpRT 

TOip  ip  3TfirR  TO  ^  I  ^  #py  tpM  if  Terror  1 1%  ifrof-Mw?  #to  ip  if  iRPR-TOf^f  r  ^  sjf  i 
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■If 


After  completing  his  primary  education  at  the  Taluka  School,  young  Mohandas  entered  the  portals  of  Kattyawar  High  School  at  Rajkot  in  October 
1880,  to  commence  what  was  then  known  as  the  Anglo-Vernacular  phase  of  his  education,  in  Standard  I.  The  majestic  stone  building  of  the 
school,  with  its  octagonal  watch  towers  and  semi-circular  arched  openings,  built  to  resemble  a  Tudor  fortress.,  had  been  just  completed  .  (The 
name  of  the  school  was  later  changed  to  Alfred  High  School,  and  it  is  now  named  Mohandas  Gandhi  Vidyalaya).  Mr.Dorabji  Eduiji  Gimi  ,  the 
Headmaster,  was  a  disciplinarian,  and  “a  man  of  method”,  as  Gandhiji  remembered  him.  He  believed  that  physical  training  had  an  important 
place  in  the  school  curriculum,  a  viewpoint  that  Gandhiji  came  to  accept  later  in  life. 
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?rr^  ^  ^  ^  4i^hc;ki  ^  ^  isso  ^  ^  Wctt  f^an  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

c^r-cp%c^  j^an  WeTK?f  sft  l  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  yMT  ^  ^  TR 

9?l  I  RTf  WTT  if  ^  TR  ^  ^  REff  fe[TeR  4,^elldl  1 1)  ^  ^  ;RHW|4  #  if, 

if  if  I  if  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  'cp'^if'cff^  ^  I  tr  stt  f^arr  if  RFfR-;ff%aR  ^  I,  ^  if 

if  lif  T^fRRTl 
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When  Mohandas  was  in  his  thirteenth  year  he  was  married  to  Kastur  Ba  who  was  also  of  about  the  same  age.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Gokuldas 
Makanji,  a  merchant  of  Porbandar.  Their  houses  at  Porbandar  were  quite  close  to  each  other,  and  it  is  said  that  they  had  known  each  other  as 
children  and  had  played  together.  The  wedding  ceremonies  were  performed  at  Porbander  in  great  pomp  befitting  the  status  of  the  two  families. 
Mohandas  had  to  discontinue  his  education  for  some  months  to  take  part  in  the  festivities  that  extended  over  a  long  period.  The  couple  brought 
together  in  this  child  marriage  started  their  married  life  immediately  thereafter.  The  child  Kastur  Ba  moved  to  Rajkot  to  the  house  of  her  in-laws  as 
the  wife  of  the  child  Mohandas 


^  ^  ynef  ^  fan,  m  ^  w  nr  ^  ft,  ^  ^  wrw  sfr  i  n?  wnfr  #  l 

nr  ^  ^  ^  nTTr-w  ^  l  arivn  1 1%  ^  fr  ^  ^  nY  ^  atp  TfrsT-Tnsr  ^  ^  ^  i  ^  ^ 

^  3Tf^  an^  ^  TnsT  Tnm  ft  i  ^  ^  wRi?  mr  eRi  ^  nY  w  i  w  ^  frt  tt  arcRi 

^  f%nTl  ^ifelcW  ^  WT  ^i  ^  Tf^nief  atPhy  fpYi 
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Mohandas  resumed  studies  on  return  to  Rajkot.  Because  of  the  break  of  some  months,  he  was  asked  to  repeat  Standard  111,  the  class  he  was  in 
when  he  left.  But  he  did  so  well  in  his  class,  that  he  was  moved  on  to  Standard  IV  in  the  middle  of  the  term.  In  Standard  IV  he  had  to  start  study  of 
Sanskrit  which  he  found  a  difficult  language.  But  his  Sanskrit  teacher  Krishnashankar  Pandya  encouraged  him  to  work  hard.  Later  in  life  he  felt 
grateful  to  the  teacher  for  the  encouragement,  as  the  Sanskrit  knowledge  helped  him  in  the  study  of  Hindu  sacred  books.  His  Certificate  of  Age 
signed  by  his  father  at  this  time  makes  for  an  interesting  study.  The  ‘h’  is  omitted  from  his  name,  most  probably  because  the  father  fondly  called 
his  son  ‘Mona’. 


cjIM'ii  atlcpy  ^  I  ^  ^sIKl  Mci-||  if  PJigcfiy  Tfif  ^  |  -^ff^ 

^  ^  if  ^  cfij^dl  1 'W  I  ^  if  ^  ^7^  2TT,  ^  ^  ^  WU  I  eff%^  ^3^ 

cf>  3f?2fFPP  ^  |>cw|^ic|o'<  M'S >41  if  ^  ^  I  if  ^Tf^  'd'10  Tfl^  ■J'dstni  ^  3p[iT^  (chMI,  MdlRh  viMMil  5IH 

^  M  ^  3fKPpr  if  wfcT  ^  wfpif  2TT  i  ^  wi  ^  ^  sfig  w^T-'q^  qqr  ftcTP^f  ^  I  1 1  ^  wp-qq  if 

qqf  if  '"qq'  mnm  %  I  \jq^  Rdidi  ^  'm'imi'  ^gd  ^  3lfq  ^MdS  ^'itlfd'^  qqFT-qq  if  '^if  'qq'  qqr  l 
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Mohandas  made  very  few  friends  in  school,  and  of  them  only  two  boys,  Lohana  and  Sheikh  Mahtab,  he  could  call  as  intimate  friends.  Even  here, 
Lohana  left  him  when  Mohandas  became  close  to  Sheik  Mahtab.  That  was  because  Sheik  Mahtab  was  considered  bad  company.  And  he  did  prove 
to  be  so.  He  was  much  older  and  of  big  build,  and  so  could  easily  influence  his  younger  companion.  He  taught  Mohandas  to  smoke  and  to  eat 
meat.  Since  the  Gandhi  family  were  strict  vegetarians,  this  was  a  rebellious  act  meant  to  horrify  his  family.  He  forced  Mohandas  to  steal  money 
from  home  and  to  lie  when  questioned  about  it.  Mohandas  started  doing  poorly  in  school  also.  But  he  soon  developed  a  terrible  sense  of  guilt, 
confessed  all  to  his  father  and  came  out  of  the  clutches  of  the  friend. 


Tf  4l^d<KH  ^  ^  ^  I  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  WfcT  I  #f  ef%  ^ 

%  ^  ^  s5t i  wm  ^  sSt l  ^  ^  atir  ^rfed  cf^r  snl  ^  ^  3TTTTT?r  ^ 

^  ^  ^  Wl  ^  stR  Jm  WT  I  TT?!  t^cTR  9TT I  ^  ^  ^  ^1  ^ 

^  ^  tR  ^  ^  ^  q?  ^  ^  ^  q^  qR  I  ^  q^  ^  ^  RFf  I  eff^q  ^  M^qi-dN  |3TT  3fR  ftTcTf^f 

^  Tfqf%  TR  gr?  <q^e1  RR  tefRl  I  RffST  ^  RTT  Rd  %  q^jel  q%  I 
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When  Mohandas  was  seventeen  and  in  Standard  VI,  Karamchand  Gandhi  died.  The  Gandhi  family’s  fortunes  touched  a  low  ebb.  The  responsibility 
for  the  family  fell  on  the  eldest  son  Lakshmidas  Gandhi,  who  himself  was  not  much  educated,  and  was  working  in  a  petty  post  in  Porbandar  State. 
But  Lakshmidas  had  a  father’s  love  for  Mohandas  and  asked  him  to  continue  his  education.  So  Mohandas  continued  and  passed  the  Bombay 
University  Matriculation  examination  held  in  November  1887.  Lakshmidas  then  insisted  that  Mohandas  should  go  to  the  university.  The  nearest 
college  was  at  Bhavnagar,  about  400  kilometers  away,  and  Mohandas  joined  the  Samaldas  College  there.  The  College  was  then  housed  in  three 
small  blocks  of  buildings,  which  now  house  a  Girls  High  School. 


h'l^HcfKI  ^ 'm?  TTTef  ^  ^  3tR  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  I  ^  3TTf^  if  ^  3TT^  l^f^  4?!  ^ 

eTS^fTRT  T?  Sfpfl,  ^  ^  ^  ^  R^IKHd  ^  fif^-'gc^ 

#7  W  I  3f^§  4l^H4Kf  if  ^  TTff  #7  TR  1887  if  ^  Rt^c|R^|eli|  ^  iff^TfT  TlfiaTT  if  vErinif  I  ^ 

3TBT?  9fT  %  cf^t^  if  |  fifcbS7«r  WfTRTTf  2TT  ^  400  ^7  WFT7  if  an  1  ^  if  TfiRT  RrT  I  ^  Tm 

47^  ^  ^4Kcl1  if  Ref  7^  RTl  31MRRf  4?  Rff^  Rf^T^  %l 
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But  in  the  College,  which  he  joined  in  January  1888,  Mohandas  found  himself  entirely  at  sea.  All  the  lessons  and  lectures  were  in  English,  and  is 
weak  English  was  a  serious  handicap.  He  could  not  follow  or  take  interest  in  his  lessons.  When  the  college  closed  for  summer  vacatiori,  he  went 
home  to  Porbandar  a  sad  young  man.  One  day  a  friend  and  adviser  of  the  Gandhi  family  by  name  Mavji  Dave  met  him  at  home  and  asked  him  how 
he  was  doing  in  college.  Mohandas  told  him  the  truth.  Immediately  Mavji  called  Lakshmidas  and  advised  him  to  send  the  young  nian  to  Eng^nd 
instead,  to  gualify  as  a  barrister  at  law  -  a  much  better  qualification  than  a  plain  B.A.  degree,  and  more  suited  to  a  bright  young  man  like  Mohandas. 
The  idea  caught  everyone’s  imagination. 
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j|j^vjjj  1888  chicle  iePn  I  '3^1%  Idk  I  TP?!  ^  if  ^gcl  'T'HsIK  ^  I 

^  ^  i?l  if  ^  3TT  91T,  ^  ^  TFT  sn  |  T5R  if  ^  ^STT  ctf  #3igpT  ipTTTifif^^lF^f^ 

Tnip  gg  ^udi^grR  ^  gif  gr  anif  siR  ipr  1%  if  ggri  M  grr  I?  ^ggirr  ^  Trg-Tfg  ggr  l  HiciJfl  if  TTS^rgrTT 

gir  fcTTgr  ^  grgi  ^ttigggrTf  g^  gR^i  ip  iRi  gng  I  fr.g.  g^  ^  sfr  %ggrg  ^  imR  tern  ip  ggrgr 

vdM^gd  sir  I  g^  TTcTT?  Tfggff  ST^  cliff  I 
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fc^qi,  cTW  sTM’?  STpff  i^f% 
4l^HciKH  %  ^  I  ^2T  if  XJ^  ^  ^ 

^9^^  x?[  9TT I  xrf^  ^  ^  ifxfxf??  3tt^  xfixp^  %zn 

"WF I  STT^  'HHH  ^T  'TR  cfR^  cf^  eRR  3TT^FT  viOl 

Ra^^kRT  %  ^?FR^  R?  'i^jcj^cb^f'  XR  3Tr?crRH  ^  RlcT  1%^  I 
X3^  xff  XR  3TT^  it  ^  ^  2TT  I  XRTXi^  xff  ^  ^  STT  1% 

^TR^RT  ^  if  ter  ^RWTcT  3TR^  WT  SFIRN-f^^  ^ 

IMt  I  ^  w  ^  ^juRHcitr  x[^-rxt  ^  ^  f^^rr  -■ 

WR  if  ^rf^-TfRT-if^  %  ^  ^  M  f^i  ^ 
cbRHI^4l'  ^  ^  if  ^  RWxTTTJ^  i^TTfif  I  5fR  cf  xfiYSflRT 
RiRcn  ^  cf??cfx  '^'  ^  XR  Wf  ^  I  erf^  ^  RRf^f^ 
^rRiRT  if  mRcIc^h  ^  5tR[^  WJtff  ^  9tt  I  ^  ^  srqif  sM^r  rsr  xR 

3jR  3RRR  ^  X^^  if  xzfPT  ^  cFf  I  ^^f^  RRRT  ^ 

R^ff  3fxpft  3jidR<^  tRRT  ip  3fgW7  Rfe  f^t  ip  xr 

sfRfxR  RfxfT  1  X3ir  R-cik  Rfifxrref  ^  stifvT  \Rfip  fifR  I  %  sfR^fSff  if 

RxM  f'fT.  ^  ^  ^  I 


London  Phase 

1889  -  1 893 


When  young  Mohandas  decided  that  he  would  go  to 
London  for  higher  education  no  hurdle  was  too  big  for 
him  to  cross.  He  had  the  full  support  of  his  elder  brother 
Lakshmidas.  The  financial  difficulties  were  overcome  by 
selling  some  family  jewels.  His  brother  overcame  the 
objections  from  the  ‘castemen’  to  the  crossing  of  the 
‘black  waters’,  with  promise  of  a  ritual  cleansing  ceremony 
after  his  return.  One  objection  hard  to  overcome  was 
that  raised  by  his  mother  who  was  afraid  that  her  son 
would  abandon  the  grand  moral  traditions  of  the  family 
under  the  influence  of  the  West.  This  was  overcome 
with  the  young  man  making  the  famous  ‘three  promises’ 
to  his  mother  -  firm  “no”  to  ‘wine’,  ‘women’  and  ‘meat’. 
He  lived  up  to  those  promises  in  the  face  of  heavy  odds. 
For  a  short  while  he  played  the  English  gentleman’s  role, 
aping  the  Westerner.  But  that  was  a  passing  phase  in 
overcoming  the  ‘culture  shock’.  He  finally  found  his  moor¬ 
ings.  He  devoted  the  necessary  time  to  his  studies,  lived 
a  simple  life,  read  the  sacred  texts  of  different  religions 
as  his  innate  interest  led  him,  and  made  friends  with  some 
high-minded  Englishmen.  He  passed  the  bar  examina¬ 
tions  and  returned  home. 


A.Jt 


Mohandas  himself  very  much  liked  the  idea  of  going  to  England  to  study  \avj.  The  family  somehow  found  the  finances  and  overcame  all  the  other 
hurdles.  Atlast  he  set  sail  for  England  by  the  ship  S.S.  Clyde  from  Bombay  on  September  4,  1888  and  reached  Southampton  in  England  after  25 
days’  sailing.  He  took  the  train  to  London  from  there.  London,  as  the  capital  of  Great  Britain,  was  the  heart  center  of  the  British  Empire.  Since  the 
British  Empire  was  spread  over  half  the  world  at  that  time,  London  could  be  said  to  have  been  the  capital  of  the  world.  The  glitter  and  glamour  of 
the  city,  and  the  art  and  architecture  of  its  buildings,  simply  overwhelmed  him  as  he  got  his  first  glimpses  of  the  city.  His  immediate  concern  was 
to  get  a  place  to  stay  for  the  night 


^  ^  ^  3?^  cFT  I  ^  ^  ^  TRUepT  3RT  TM3lt  ^  ^  I 

3icr  4  ^  TPM  4dl^-§  wn  3tR  WR  ^  qpf  l  4#  ^  ^  ^cFlT^  %  ef^  I 

cT^  ^  TTT  ^1  TITffFHl  ^  2TT I  TTcTTf%4T  TimFHf  ^3^  3TT^r  ^  %PrT  ^3TT  SfT,  ^  ^  TT^PIP?!  W 

■^TT  TPfTTT  2TT I  WT  ^  $HKci1  %  ^  M6d1  Hyl'!  ^1  "it  5^^  ^  fd'^l  I  M6dl  TFFPTT  TTef  % 

3TTTRT  2TT I 
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Luckily  for  him,  Mohandas  had  made  friends  with  the  only  other  Indian  on  board  S.S. Clyde,  one  Tryambakrai  Mazmudar,  a  vakil  from  Junagadh. 
He  was,  by  many  years,  senior  in  age  to  Mohandas.  He  was  also  going  to  London  with  a  view  to  qualifying  himself  as  a  barrister.  Immediately  on 
reaching  London,  they  moved  together  into  a  room  in  Victoria  Hotel.  But  the  place  was  very  expensive,  and  after  two  days  they  moved  into  cheaper 
rooms,  which  an  Indian  helped  them  find.  In  the  meanwhile,  another  Indian  by  name  Dr.  Panjivan  Mehta,  a  fellow  Kathyawari,  for  whom  Mohandas 
had  brought  along  a  letter  of  introduction,  met  him  at  the  Victoria  Hotel.  Dr.Mehta  had  been  a  long  time  resident  of  London.  He  initiated  the  young 
novice  into  the  basics  of  Western  manners  and  etiquette. 


^  ^  ef^  ^  ^  ^1  ^  ^  RchilRill  tl^  ^  ^  f^l  ^  ^  2IT I  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

^  if  ^  ^  I  ^  ^fl^  ^  ^  ^  ^  3fr?  ^  ^TFMT  ePF?  RcktlRqi  if  1ir^  I 

ir?^  Wf?l  WT  ^  ef^  ^  f^qR?f  ^  I  ^3^  'sR  Mli^FM  ^T«TcTr  3fR  RfR-RqrRt  qq  qRqq  qr?Fn  I 
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The  posh  Victoria  Hotel  where  Mohandas  and  Mazmudar  spent  the  first  two  days  after  their  arrival  in  London  was  in  Northumberland  Avenue.  From 
there  they  quickly  moved  into  cheaper  rooms.  But  when  Dr.  Mehta  came  to  look  up  Mohandas  in  the  room,  he  did  not  approve  of  it.  He  arranged  for 
Mohandas  to  get  a  room  in  the  suburb  of  Richmond,  where  he  would  be  under  the  tutelage  of  an  older  and  more  experienced  Indian  student  by 
name  Dalpatram  Shukla.  After  a  month  spent  with  Shukla,  Mohandas  was  deemed  to  have  learnt  the  ropes  and  fit  to  survive  on  his  own.  Dr.Mehta 
found  quarters  for  him  in  the  house  of  an  English  widow  who  had  earlier  lived  in  India.  The  house  was  at  20  Baron’s  Court  Road,  West  Kensington. 
This  house  is  looked  upon  as  Gandhiji’s  first  home  in  London. 


Rcki'lRqi  ^  ^  ^  ^  RI I  ^  ^  ^  ^  I 

erf^  ^  ^  3T1%  ^  STI I ^  Wlffl  ?en%  ^  ^  ^  ^RTIcT  TFT 

'lHq>  ^tlFT^TTT  ^  ^  qTT?l  ^Kdlq  Rd  TRSFT  T?  ^  I  TTTR  ^6^  ^  ^TT^'  ^TTT  cfTT  ^  3TW  ^  3TT^  3TTFq^ 

efqq  if  TTFleT  ^  I  H6dl  ^  3ftR  f^qqi  ^  FF?!  FTTcT  T?  RFfTTf  q?!  'SiqTqT  q^  I  FTT  FT  qq  WF  2TT  —  20,  q^ 

mRfh  I  TTqq  ^T  qq  q^  M6di  f^qiTT  T^Tiq  hni  ^Idi  %  I 
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Before  he  left  for  England  Mohandas  made  three  promises  to  his  mother  -  that  he  would  not  touch  wine,  women  or  meat  during  his  stay  there.  Of 
these  three,  keeping  the  last  named  -  of  not  eating  meat  -  became  a  real  ordeal.  He  had  to  live  on  boiled  vegetables,  bread,  porridge,  cheese  and 
other  insipid  food.  He  was  always  hungry.  He  was  told  that  there  were  some  vegetarian  restaurants  in  London,  but  nobody  could  tell  him  where. 
One  day  while  wandering  around,  he  came  across  the  Central  Vegetarian  Restaurant  at  16  Saint  Bride  Street,  off  Farringdon  Street.  He  was 
overjoyed;  and  after  many  days,  had  a  hearty  meal.  Soon  he  came  to  know  that  there  was  an  active  Vegetarian  Society  in  London.  He  joined  the  LVS, 
met  many  high-minded  Englishmen  there,  and  made  friends  with  them. 


^  ^  %  31^^  iff  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  TTTO,  ^  ^  ^  I  ^  ^  ^  TfiWN  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

^  V?T  9TT I  ^  ^3^  ^rf^FTT,  3TTf^  ^3Tt  WTT  2TT I  ^  ^  Wrff  ^  I  efR 

ij  ^  RRITflff  ^'idHIdil  I,  eTf%^  ^  WT  ^  afT  1 ^  WR  ^  %df  RR,  35jt  tp#rF5R 

^  16  ^  if  an  I  ^3RR^  ^  R5T  fepIRT  R^  sfR  ^  ^  RR  33TRT I  ^  RRT  ReR  eTRR  ^1  eTRR  ^if^iRiH  RtlRTT^ 

RTRR^  RTlWlfl  RTR  an,  ^  ^  Rlf^  an  I  ^  RfRRR  R^  stiR  ^  ^  31^  3ttF5it  %  3flR  R^  I 
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Once  he  had  settled  down  to  life  as  a  student  in  London,  Mohandas  set  about  to  turning  into  a  ‘typical  English  gentleman’.  As  with  all  his  all  his 
undertakings,  he  was  deadly  earnest  about  it.  He  invested  heavily  in  new  clothes,  and  started  taking  lessons  in  French  language,  dancing  and 
elocution.  He  purchased  a  violin  and  engaged  a  tutor  to  teach  him  to  play  it.  But  soon  he  began  to  have  second  thoughts  about  it.  He  realised  that 
his  purpose  of  coming  to  England  was  something  entirely  different.  So  off  went  the  dancing  lessons,  the  violin,  and  everything  else  connected  with 
the  misadventure.  He  started  changing  his  lifestyle  towards  more  simple  living.  He  sought  simpler  and  cheaper  living  quarters,  and  one  of  his  final 
residences  was  52,  Bayswater. 


Ym  ^  WT  if  3TFT^  ^  ^  WR  3TT|1^  ^  if  WJ  M  i  ^5^  ^  if  ^  ^  I 

^  if  ^  cFTFn,  if^  ^  #fll,  ^  c|qf^H  1%^  I  ^ 

^  ^  ^  I  ^  ePn  1%  ef^  3TTir  Rd^et  ^  SfT  I  3fcfg  cl^leH  3tR  ^ 

^3:^  SfiFJf  WT^  ^  ip  Mdf  ip  ^ST  ^  sir  ^  I  3pRr  RWp  ^  ^fRifr  ^  3fR  ifpgT-l  ir  ^  stR  ^  RpRr-wR  ^  ^  ^  pR  I  PT^  if 
PtfcTF  R^-PSTPT  52  irwflpp  2TT I 
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Soon  after  his  arrival  in  London  Mohandas  came  to  know  that  the  Bar  examinations  (that  is,  examinations  in  law  subjects)  which  he  was  required 
to  pass  to  become  a  barrister,  did  not  require  much  study.  His  weak  English  was  a  perpetual  worry  to  him.  A  friend  suggested  that  he  should  take 
the  London  Matriculation  examination,  which  would  help  improve  his  English,  and  his  stock  of  general  knowledge.  He  did  accordingly,  and  passed 
the  examination.  For  his  training  for  the  Bar  he  joined  the  Inner  Temple,  which  was  one  of  the  four  campuses  that  formed  a  legal  university.  He 
passed  the  Bar  examinations,  and  also  did  what  was  known  as  ‘keeping  the  terms’.  He  was  declared  qualified  as  a  barrister  on  June  10,  1891. 
He  enrolled  in  the  High  Court  on  11th  and  sailed  for  home  on  12  th. 
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q|^  %  ^  ^  q?n  ^  'w  1%  ^  9^5113?)  %  q#  1 1  qq  qq?#?  ^im  ^rqq^ 

Tf  ^qTef  2?r  I  ^3q%  qq^  ftq  ^  ^gwqi  ^  eiqq  ^rf^f^efqrq  q^arr  t  qrq^  ^  aiMr  %qq  ^  qirq?!  stfq  ^rqqq  qMpq  ^  q^  l  ^ 

%qT  ^  qfraq  ^  ^  i  tfqqq^  %  qf^an  %  %qqT  ^  q^  f^,  ^  f^fq^rraq  %  qR  %qTfT  t)  an  l  ^  ^ 

qfM  fq  3RT  sIlMdiRcbdisit  q^  ^  ^  f^qr  i  io,  1891  q^  IRtcr  qlf^  ^qr  qqi  i  ii,  ^  q^  ^i^q^  qq  amr  qrq  q^  12  ^  q^ 

qKd  ^  (eiy  Plq>c1  q^  I 
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^  ^  ir  irfte  ^  1 1  ^3^  %5!i?ptr  ^  2^T  I 

W?f  ^f,  vf#  ^  1^W?T  ^3MT  1 1%  ^  %  ^5T  #  I,  ^ 

#?  ^  sm  ^  cf^  ^  cicbldcl  ch^^cllc^  -flv^cIH  %W?T 
^  ^  3Tc4cT  ^f5i^  ^Pf^T  afT  I  ^  3Tq^  sm^  FRT  f 3Tf 
^1  cfjft  arf^  ^  1^  wf  ^  3g4g  ^  wf  ^  ^ 

^  T^  ^  tt^fp  ciiiqr'^  ^  ^  I  ^  w|^  ^ 

|T? !  ^  3#Kpl'ciTfM  %  ^  ^  tfl  ^  ^TRH 

-cldl^^lcl  "ffr^  3TdW5T^  %  I  W\k^ 

W%TH  ^  ^  SIM  Tll^l  ^3^  WeT  afT?  ^Kdc||RH4l'  M  ^ 

^  ^  Rn?  ^  1%^  I  ^  cicbicHd  ^r  ^  ^  war  ^ 

^  #7  #  #fTFT  ^  ^  ^  %  3ig^  arsRaft  ^  ^|  Rf%d 

1%  ^  wdRraiRt  Ti#3  ^  f  I  ^  wrrf^ 

^  ^  R^dl.4>  sni  ^  iTNcT  RR  I  RRld  ^iRFT  3#Kf5T  ^  '^TR#^  WR  ^ 
WR  ^5TdT  3tR-  ^  Rr  ^RpT  3#KflT  Ml 


First  Phase  in  South  Africa 

1893  -  1 904 


Life  is  never  easy  for  a  young  man  entering  a  highly 
competitive  profession  like  the  legal  profession  -  more 
so  in  India  where  the  society  firmly  believes  that  wisdom 
comes  only  with  age.  For  young  Mohandas  the  barrister 
who  set  up  practice  in  Bombay  High  Court,  that  was  the 
bitter  experience.  He  felt  a  beaten  man.  Then  the  offer 
came  of  a  one-year’s  contract  job  in  distant  South  Africa. 
He  was  to  assist  an  Indian  merchant  in  that  country  in 
fighting  a  civil  suit.  He  was  very  happy  to  go.  But  the 
rabid  racism  practiced  in  that  country  by  the  ruling  white 
minority,  against  the  native  Africans  and  the  Indian 
migrants,  shocked  him.  His  great  pride  in  his  own  Indian 
race  was  deeply  hurt.  He  would  show  the  white  men  what 
India  and  Indians  were.  He  decided  to  stay  on.  He  worked 
hard  in  his  profession,  and  soon  ‘Mr.  Gandhi’  was  one  of 
the  leading  attorneys  in  the  country.  But  he  was,  he  felt, 
becoming  a  ‘money  making  machine’.  That  went  against 
his  natural  inclination.  He  returned  home  to  India.  But 
the  South  African  Indian  community  pressurized  him  to 
return  and  he  went  back. 
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When  Gandhiji  reached  Bombay  his  brother  Lakshmidas  was  at  the  port  to  receive  him.  The  sad  news  he  had  was  that  their  mother  was  no  more. 
Gandhiji  had  a  problem  checking  his  tears.  Dr.  Pranjivan  Mehta  was  also  there,  and  took  the  Gandhi  brothers  as  his  guests  in  Bombay.  Through 
Dr.Mehta,  Gandhiji  made  the  acquaintance  of  an  extra-ordinary  person,  the  wealthy  jeweler  Raychandbhai  who  was  very  well  read  In  Hindu 
scriptures.  Gandhiji  immediately  developed  a  respect  for  him,  and  for  many  years  sought  his  guidance  on  all  matters  religious.  Soon  Gandhiji  set 
up  practice  in  Bombay  High  Court.  But  the  young  and  inexperienced  lawyer  could  not  attract  many  clients.  Disappointed,  he  went  to  practice  in 
Rajkot.  But  the  malpractices  of  the  sub-ordinate  courts  there  upset  him  no  end. 
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In  early  1893,  even  as  he  was  struggling  with  bitterness  and  disappointment,  luck  came  in  Gandhiji’s  way.  A  Meman  Muslim  merchant  of 
Porbandar  named  Dada  Abdulla  Sheth,  who  was  running  a  flourishing  trading  company  in  South  Africa,  needed  an  Indian  lawyer  for  one  year  to 
help  fight  a  court  case  there.  Gandhiji  gladly  took  the  offer  and  went  to  South  Africa  -  a  country  ruled  at  that  time  by  a  small  minority  of  white 
immigrants  from  Europe.  They  ruled,  practicing  the  worst  forms  of  racial  discrimination  against  the  non-Whites  races  consisting  of  native  Africans 
and  immigrant  Indians.  Gandhiji  had  a  taste  of  it  when  he  was  thrown  out  of  a  train  at  Pietermantzberg  station  for-insisting  that  he  would  travel  only 
by  first  class  on  his  first  class  ticket,  to  which  a  white  co-passenger  objected. 


TPT  1893  ^  ^  ^  ^  3T^PT'T>  ^  tjcp  frlefT  I  ipH  3i^erHI  ^  ^ 

if  ^  ^  cfTRiWN  STT,  ^  if  ^  I  ^  ^  ^  stk  I  3#RR 

^  ^  arrif  ip  3#^  srri  mpr  if  ip  cM  affy  mt#  ■rrtM  ip  Rrif^  '^pt  'w  rr  api  ttMt  cpt  oir 

^3RRPT  TRT  RRIRT  W  I  ^  hIcvpiRcvIsI^  ^  ^  Tr|f  ^  Elipef  OR  ir  ^  RfW^f  %  3TT^W  ^  Wfcp^  aRfir  ^faRf  ^  ip  fepS  ip  atRITR 

tR  ;rSR  ^  if  ^  cpRif  TR  31^  ^  ^  I 
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South  Africa,  a  part  of  the  British  Empire  at  that  time,  was  a  vast  but  sparsely  populated  country.  The  native  African  population  of  about  6  millions 
were  poor,  uneducated  and  had  no  political  or  other  rights.  The  ruling  class  was  the  European  immigrant  population  of  about  1 .25  million,  who  had 
migrated  mainly  from  England  and  Holland,  attracted  by  the  land’s  fertility  and  mineral  wealth.  There  was  a  small  migrant  Indian  community  of 
about  0.2  million  who  were  a  mixed  group  consisting  of  indentured  labourers,  some  merchants,  and  the  merchant’s  clerks.  Gandhiji  took 
residence  at  the  port  town  of  Durban  in  Natal  Province.  He  soon  came  to  be  respected  by  the  entire  Indian  community  for  his  love  for  the  community 
and  his  spirit  of  selfless  service.  Gandhiji  also  decided  to  make  his  home  there. 
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3rfti%T  3nn  %  nRnr  ^ i mm  ^  snR  gn  ^  ^  tffpt  12.5  om  aSti ntfn  ^ 

3tR  3#nnT  n?r  ^  ^  snn^  an^  ^  l  3#nFn  if  f\  ^mr-Tn  sTefnrTWP  ^  mt#  nm^qt 

m  an  I  anwT^  crmn  ^  etm  aSt  l  nf  qR  Rl'iRRqi  nr  n%  fn  ^  ft  ^atn?  n^^efRmr^  eM,  fr?  ^nnnRqt  atR 

g%ti  3nf^  ^  an  i  niaMr  ntn  ^  ^  f  ^  i  qtt^  ft  IRswat  ^  ■nra  %  zhtr  n^fk  k  sn^ 

k  nr^  ^  1  nkkt  f  ^  T-anft  ttt  ^  nkf  ^  ^  1 
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Having  decided  to  settle  in  Durban,  Gandhiji  went  home  in  mid-1896  and  returned  to  South  Africa  with  his  family  in  December  1896.  When  in  India 
he  had  addressed  a  few  public  meetings  in  the  cities  of  Bombay,  Poona  and  Madras  on  the  problems  faced  by  Indians  in  South  Africa.  Unfortunately, 
a  totally  distorted  version  of  his  activities  in  India  reached  South  Africa,  and  the  European  planters  feared  that  because  of  his  activities,  flow  of 
cheap  Indian  indentured  labourers  might  end.  A  violent  mob  of  whites  met  Gandhiji  when  he  landed  in  Durban  harbour.  It  assaulted  him  severely; 
and  it  was  providential  that  he  escaped  with  his  life.  But  Gandhiji  readily  forgave  his  tormenters,  and  continued  with  his  activity  of  bringing  together 
the  Indians  of  Natal  under  the  banner  of  Natal  Indian  Congress. 


^  if  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  1896  if  WT  31TX^  3?R  1896  if  ^  ^  3Tf^  ^  I  Wf  if  ^  Wf  ^3^ 

Tjif,  if^  3TTf^  if  cf7  ^FfWSlT  %  ^  if  ^  ^  I  WcT  if  ^3^  'Tfcff^f^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

3ffe^  Mg^MI  WU  9TT  I  ^  if^  xTTI^  ^  ePn  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^j^fiq  3T|^  3TPfT  ^  #f  X3!T^  |  ^  Tlj^ 

xg#T  xfpf,  cTW  ^  ^  ^  WPTf  I  X3W  SMm  ^  atp  ci?j  #  |5qT  9?f  |  if  3^ 

^HcIN'fl  ^f^  WXR  ifX  XTcTT^  ^  ^  ^  ^  3Tip?f  cf^ffM  XJnff  ^  I 
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The  historic  Boer  War  between  the  British  and  Dutch  (Boer)  settlers  in  South  Africa  broke  out  in  October  1899.  Gandhiji  felt  that  as  citizens  of  the 
British  Empire  the  Indians  in  South  Africa  had  a  duty  to  help  the  British.  He  formed  an  1100  members  strong  Ambulance  Corps,  whose  services  as 
first-aiders  and  stretcher-bearers  won  praise  from  the  British.  In  October  1901  Gandhiji  returned  to  India  intending  to  make  it  his  final  return  home; 
but  by  the  end  of  next  year  he  was  back  in  South  Africa.  Then  began  a  new  phase  in  his  life.  He  opened  a  law  office  in  Johannesburg.  He  read  John 
Ruskin’s  Unto  This  Last,  and  was  completely  taken  in  by  the  idea  of  reforming  economic  thought  to  make  it  oriented  more  towards  charity  and 
goodwill  for  the  poor  factory  workers  and  other  manual  labourers.  But  by  then  he  was  a  rich  man. 


iFR  ch^eil^c||<^  ^  1899  RT  feR  I  ReMf  ^  ^  WRI  ^  dMiRcb  ^  3itn3ti  ^ 

TTRicfT  ^fRTT  after  %  ^rr?tet  r  1 1  iioo  Titer  rt  ^  Rsrfte  Riteri  ^  ter  i  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

3Tici¥?R  Rsrfte  Rrtete  ^  te  ter  tr  Ri  ^  teR  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ten  ^  i  am^  1901  ^  Titer  Tter 

TTi  TR?r  ^  rter  ^  c^i^  I  eifte  ttr  ^  aicT  rR  'te'  Tfte  artem  rftt  ttt  i  rten  teR  ttt  iRcidn  arm  l  Rte  'afirrrte  arm 

TmteR  <3 1  el  I  I  '’R  TR  RTT  xR^d  d^i  RdC  Rt  elKti'  Rhdid  M<Sd  Rle?l  I  \3Tf  RhdN  TRTT  RT^-TTT  TR  Rdl  I  \3TT  Rhdld  %  arifs^  RtixI 

aiTei  eiRT.  aftRi  teiT  Tte  n^i  Rm  eite  nr  teTT  1teT  l  enr  ^  t^tt  tetei  ^  l 
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Gandhiji’s  legal  practice  in  Johannesburg  flourished,  and  soon  he  was  a  very  rich  man  earning  between  4,000  to  5,000  pounds  a  year.  (One 
pound  at  that  time  would  buy  an  8  grams  coin  of  22  carat  gold).  He  lived  in  a  large  eight-room  house  in  the  suburbs,  with  a  garden  and  a  lawn. 
Kastur  Ba,  and  their  four  sons,  Harilal,  Manilal,  Ramdas  and  Devadas,  lived  with  him.  All  except  Ba  wore  European  clothes.  Gandhiji  himself  wore 
a  lounge  suit,  a  stiff  collar  and  tie,  a  black  turban  and  the  latest  fashion  shoes  and  socks.  But  even  then  he  made  attempts  to  introduce  some 
elements  of  simple  living.  Food  was  pure  vegetarian.  Every  one  was  required  to  do  some  manual  work  in  the  household  and  in  the  kitchen.  After 
dinner,  prayers  in  the  form  of  meditation  and  reading  from  the  Bhagavat  Gita  would  be  held. 


4?i  cicbH^  ^  ^  I  stFf  4000-5000  ^  ^  1  wr  %  22  W:  ^  ttft  w 

Sfl)  ^  ^I6'<1  5e1l0  if  3IT^  4%  'WH  ^f  sptpcfT,  cIM  ^  SfT,  ';6d  ^  I  WT  ^fR  6|t^  i^Rdlel,  hRmIcI, 

^q'cfRf  ^  I  ^  ^  ^  ^  3tfy  ^  ^  3f)y  ^  I  ^  yrM)  4^  3^  i^fqq 

^f  cfFf  4?f  I  itRH  ^  qnwrfr  an  ^  l  ?y  qy  %  atR  yytrf  qy  %  wfi  ^  arrgT-qfcT  ^rar  fenr  an  1  yM  ^  ^  wk  enm  t[^ 

%TT-qRR  sfif^  ^  y^q  Tf  qr^kr  ^  ^  I 
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mtm  STT  f%  wrf,  wfmt,  iHiR4>  anf^  ^r 
tlrHvi'K  6'ld  ^  I  erf%^  ■'Il'Mlv^l  cj^  cT’TT  vi*1cR  ^  ly^  cJtRUT 
Il'Ef?^  ^fT^cTT^  3TTffFWfr  RHftfeTT  if  qR?fq  ^ 

^  qqtq  ^  1  el1%q  31^  %  gq^T  ^  rI  Rlq  q# 

sfr  I  qRflq,  ^g^Tp^qi^  %  W7  if  ^  Wf  #3  €f  Rrq^  qq>  iM  # 
^Rq  ir  qn^  sifl  f^q  q^  ^qqq  #  qn#i  %  q%  tqimli  ^  qncr 
^  Rfqq  q^  qqR[qN  ^  ^  uTFcn  I  ^  cRqq^  ^  ^^qcpq  3BR  qqqT^ 
^1  3??fg  ^  ^  qiqirqT^  q^  ^  q^  qR^  Ms?r  qq 

sqqrqgyf  qq^  qqrqi  sgqq  %  qrq  qf$nq  3i%qq  if  qg^r  ip 
qRcM  qq  qr^f  qR  erqrqr  qqr  I  qr#  q  iqdtqi  q^  qgqrq  qq  qqjqR  wr 
qRT  giRTT  wq  ^  2JI  3lfq  qq?r  '3?r  ^  #nif  qq  R’^m  sqi 

qrq^  qnf^  3i%T  q?f  q^  I  qj#^  if  gq  aqqrqTj^  qq^  %  q% 
ei-sq  iq  qTq#qf  q^  qrqf^  Rhqi  I  Rfip  qiqq  Ri>q  qRq-srf^qq  ^  1 
gq  cTqg  aqqrq  %  q1%  ergif  qq  qq>  sif^olq  qrf  'qRqrqg'  if  '^pq  leiqi, 
qff  sTf^Kjq  cp  qiq^  q^  rft  feqif  ^  qfqR  qgT  I 


Satyagraha  in  South  Africa 

1904  -  1914 


The  racists  among  the  whites  in  South  Africa  did  not  like 
Indians  at  all.  They  said  Indians  lacked  sense  of  hygiene, 
discipline,  civic  sense  -  and  so  on.  But  Gandhiji  saw 
there  were  deeper  reasons.  The  white  man  liked  the 
Indian  as  a  hard-working  and  obedient  indentured 
labourer.  But  once  released  from  indenture  the  Indian 
started  showing  his  spirit  of  enterprise.  He  would  start 
as,  perhaps,  a  street-vendor;  but  soon  turn  into  a  petty 
shopkeeper,  a  storeowner,  a  trader  and  finally  even  a 
businessman  in  competition  with  the  white  man.  That 
threatened  the  white  man.  So  the  racist  Government 
enacted  a  series  of  blatantly  anti-Indian  laws.  A  heavy 
tax  was  imposed  on  Indians  wanting  to  stay  on  after 
release  from  indenture.  All  Indians  were  required  to  carry 
a  ‘pass’  for  their  identification  by  the  police  anytime.  Indian 
marriages  were  declared  invalid.  Gandhiji  organized  the 
Indians  to  fight  against  the  unjust  laws,  with  only  truth 
and  non-violence  as  their  weapons.  Thus  was  born 
satyagraha  the  unique  way  of  fighting  injustice,  which 
won  justice  for  the  Indians  in  South  Africa. 
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But  after  reading  Unto  This  Last  Gandhiji  decided  to  put  into  practice  ideas  from  the  book  -  ideas  such  as,  simple  living,  making  a  living  by 
agriculture  and  manual  work,  and  sharing  one’s  ‘surplus’  earnings  with  his  fellowmen.  He  established  a  settlement  near  Durban  named  ‘Phoenix 
Settlement’.  A  number  of  Indian  families  came  to  work  and  live  there  in  peace.  But  to  Gandhiji  himself,  his  days  of  peace  were  over.  The 
Government  of  Transvaal  province  silently  passed  an  ordinance  requiring  that  Indians  living  in  that  province  should  apply  for  and  obtain  a 
‘certificate  of  registration’.  The  entire  procedure  as  enunciated  was  demeaning  and  degrading.  Gandhiji  organised  a  meeting  of  the  entire  Indian 
community  of  Johannesburg,  hiring  for  that  purpose  a  theatre  called  the  Empire  Theatre. 


fef  TfTTS'  %  TR  'TFM  ^  ^  ^T?  SlRfRckl  ^  ^  #n  3fTR  ^  efRl  ^ 

I  ^3^  ^  ^  I  zk  grtf^  ^  4tgg  strft  ^  figrr  ^  g^t  i  gi?M  ^  sttm 

g^?  ^pggTTT  gig  ^  %  ^qgiM  gg^  gm  g^g  1%  g^  srggr  g^^fg^gg  artoJ  ^  ^  g^wn  1 1  g^fg^gg  gta  g^  atggrg^Tgp  ^  I 

^  ^  TP?r  g^  gg^  fgn^  l  Rtg  grw  Rto  l^gr^r  gg  Rfgr  ggn 
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The  meeting  at  tne  Empire  Tneatre  on  1t  September,  1906  emphasized  that  oniy  peacefui  means  wouid  be  adopted  in  seniing  the  dispute  over 
the  ordinance.  The  community  approached  the  Local  Government  with  petitions  to  cancel  the  ordinance;  but  the  ordinance  was  passed  as  an  Act, 
with  practically  no  change.  As  a  next  step,  the  community  decided  to  send  a  delegation  to  London  to  meet  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  request  him 
to  refuse  the  King’s  permission  to  the  Act.  Gandhiji  and  Mr.  H.O.AIi,  an  Indian  Muslim  with  long  experience  in  as  a  community  leader  in  South  Africa, 
were  the  delegates.  But  the  Colonial  Secretary  did  not  heed  their  request.  It  was  obvious  to  Gandhiji  that  the  time  had  come  for  a  sustained 
struggle,  calling  for  great  sacrifices  on  the  part  of  every  participant. 


fsLfey  if  TT  fep  11,  Rld^'!,  1906  fefT^  I  ^  ^  ^  ip  R^dl'T  ^lilcfi^R  ^  I 

^  T-endk  ^  3R^r  "^l  I  ^  ^  TTf  Tj  ei^  %  TfRrq  ^  i%H  ^ 

twit:  ^  ^  msRfT  ^  feRTT  W  I  TTMT  3fR  ^  TTFTTf^  Rl^  if  dldchlc^Rf  31^31^  #  3Tc^f 

^  ^  I  eff^  vSMPI^I^I  ^  ^  ^  I  ^  ^  ^  TTTtT  ^R3R  sm  %  dltj-Tleild  TRrf  ^  WT  3Tr  'W  I  3fR  wdRlt  ^ffeTTHt  ^ 

el9K  dim  %  I 
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The  meeting  at  the  Empire  Theatre  was  held  on  September  11,  1906.  Gandhiji  explained  to  the  audience  the  obnoxious  features  of  the  ordinance. 
A  resolution  was  passed  that  the  Indians  would  not  submit  to  the  ordinance  come  what  may,  but  never  resort  to  violence.  Thus  ‘Satyagraha’,  the 
Gandhian  way  of  fighting  injustice,  was  born  that  day.  Gandhiji  along  with  hundreds  of  Indians,  held  peaceful  demonstrations  opposite  the 
registration  office  asking  the  Indians  to  defy  the  ordinance  and  not  to  register.  Gandhiji  was  arrested  along  with  others  for  breach  of  law.  He  was 
sentenced  to  two  months’  simple  imprisonment.  But  after  he  had  served  only  21  days  of  his  term  an  intermediary  of  Jan  Smuts,  the  Governor  of 
Transvaal,  met  him  in  prison. 


11,  1906  ^  WTT  ^  ^  ^  ^61^  %  31WT3fT£h  ^3TT  ^  mm  ^STeTT  I  ^  ^  ^ 

^  ^  mRu|W  ^  fl^  TR  WT  ^  311^  I  ^  ^  ^  ef^  ^  RlRIlil^'  ^  f 3TT I 

sm  ’TNfM  ^  Ljv^jjchxiui  chMjdil  ^  TfrrRf  ^  ^  d  RRfRr  ^  sn^fet  iTNfM  Rf  ^  ^lilrl^^uj  1%^lTT?Mr  3|R 

^  ^  RTT  m\  I  ^  ^  m  RRRRT  fJfefT  I  21  WR  5^H<llei  ^  ^  m  ^  ^ 

^  tel 
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The  representative  of  Smuts  conveyed  to  Gandhiji  Smuts’  offer  to  withdraw  the  ordinance  if  the  Indians  first  registered  voluntarily.  Trusting  his 
words,  Gandhiji  asked  the  Indians  to  register  voluntarily.  But  a  mischievous  rumour  was  spread  that  Smuts  had  bribed  Gandhiji.  Next  morning 
when  Gandhiji  was  on  his  way  to  the  registration  office  to  apply  for  registration  himself,  an  angry  Pathan  named  Mir  Alam  assaulted  Gandhiji,  hitting 
him  on  the  head  with  a  heavy  cudgel.  Gandhiji  fell  down  in  a  faint,  with  the  words  “Hey  Ram”  on  his  lips.  Mir  Alam  had  believed  the  rumours  and 
got  carried  away  by  emotion.  Luckily,  Rev.Joseph  Doke  a  Baptist  Christian  missionary  friend  of  Gandhiji’s  was  present  nearby  .  He  took  Gandhiji 
under  his  care  and  saved  his  life. 


qR  ^  ^  ^  W  I  erf%q  TT  %ef  ^  if  feq?f  ^  I  Wf  TTifpPTT 

^  qSFT,  3TTeW  ^  STiMT#  T?  qpnct?!  ij  SMR  TTMI  ^  qT  if  ttK  qR  I  '%  m'  qJ^cT 

^  qt  I  ^TFWT  iqrg  ^  qrMf  ^  ^  wifers  f^Rrqif  f^lq  if,  qm  #  if  l  qt?fMf  qfr  arq^  ^  ^  #7 

qqFTTi 


38 


But  Jan  Snnuts  went  back  on  his  words  and  did  not  withdraw  the  ordinance.  On  the  contrary  he  went  ahead  and  enacted  legislation  with  more 
stringent  conditions.  This  anti-Indian  legislation  came  to  be  known  as  the  Black  Act.  Gandhi  called  for  a  resumption  of  satyagraha.  On  August  16, 
1908  a  meeting  was  held  in  the  grounds  of  the  Hamidia  Mosque  at  Johannesburg  when  a  bonfire  was  made  of  the  ‘certificates  of  registration’. 
Gandhiji  had  the  support  of  many  high-minded  Europeans  in  his  campaign  against  all  the  injustices  done  to  the  Indian  community  by  a  blatantly 
racist  government.  The  closest  among  them  were  Hermann  Kallenbach,  Henri  Polak  and  his  wife  Millie  Polak.  Kallenbach  was  a  prosperous 
architect  and  Polak  a  talented  journalist. 
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erf^  ^  ^  WT  ^  ^TePT  ^  I  ^  ^  I  ^  %  efTJ  I  ^  ^RefT 

eFlT  I  ^  ^  1^  1 16  3FRcl  1908  ^  ^  ^  ^  W  leTF^  T^F  ^  MJjl4,^u| 

^  ^JFeFF^  I  ^  ^  WfT?  ^  ^  ^Ff^  aFc^mF'^'t  %  3li^FcF^  ^  ^ij^  ^  ^  ^FT#T  to 

2TF I  qleFqJ,  alR  qpfF  %ep]%p  ^  ^  l  ^FxT#P  RK^cbellRq  ^  qfchMiq  ^3^  ^  I 
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The  ‘Phoenix  Settlement’  that  Gandhiji  had  established  near  Durban  was  running  successfully.  The  journal  of  the  satyagraha  movement  called  Indian 
Opinion,  was  also  being  published  from  there.  Gandhiji  now  wanted  to  try  his  experiment  with  community  living  on  a  much  larger  scale.  His  friend 
Kallenbach  bought  a  farm  of  about  1 100  acres  in  extent  near  Johannesburg,  and  gave  it  for  such  use  free  of  cost.  Gandhiji  started  a  settlement  there  in 
1910,  which  he  called  as  ‘Tolstoy  Farm’  after  the  great  Russian  novelist  and  thinker.  A  number  of  Indian  families  moved  in,  and  Gandhiji  and  Kallenbach 
also  made  their  home  there.  Gandhiji  tried  many  of  his  new  ideas  on  dietetics,  education  etc  there.  Later  the  farm  came  to  serve  as  a  refuge  for  the 
families  of  satyagrahis  when  the  men  were  sent  to  jail. 


^5^  %  9FJ  TTtM  ^  'F'lPlcHt  ^  ^  2TT I  WUTT?  Slidldd  ^  SFPIN  ^  ^  yd-lRld  #  ^  SJT I  31^  TFM  ^ 

^  wM  ^  ^  ^  wt  l  ^  ^  cjwt  iioo  ^  ^  i  %  1910  ^  ^ 

cdd'Tl  ^  ^  FFFT  cRI^h  ^  ^  T?  Tt^Ml  ^  ^  cMd'Tl  ^  ^  ^  ePt  I 

AitM  3tR  ^ddllcb  %  ^  ^  3FFTT-3irpTT  T?  I  TF?!  ^  %  ^tFTT,  f^SlT  STTI^  ^  eFF?  319%  9%  99  9%R  i%9T  I  919  %  9F  WHUlM  ^Id  911% 

919  9t%9N  fvIT  3fld9  991 1 
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Gandhiji’s  satyagraha  movement  fired  many  young  men  with  great  enthusiasm.  His  grand  nephew  Maganlal  Gandhi  was  one  such  person. 
Maganlal  was  the  one  who  suggested  the  term  ‘satyagraha’  to  be  the  name  of  the  unique  type  of  civil  disobedience  movement  that  Gandhiji  had 
started.  An  Englishman  named  Albert  West  was  another  associate  who  totally  identified  himself  with  Gandhiji’s  movement.  He  was  a  printer  by 
profession,  and  when  Gandhiji  needed  a  full  time  worker  to  take  care  of  printing  of  Indian  Opinion,  West  readily  agreed  to  work  for  even  a  very  low 
wage. 


^'TI^5Wf  %  ^  -|c|^c|c|7|  I  ^  ddhelld  ■’TMf  ^  I  ^  %  ■Jcld  diidldd  %  fdk 

HFt  M'l-diRd  Rhqi  STT I  sjijvl  3TFRf7[  ^  3ft^TcT^  ^  SPT  fcRTT  2TT I  ^  M^ll  I 

^  3TTT^  sMrf^'  ^  ^^ujcblc^d  c|,4dl^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  WT  ^  ^  I 
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The  racist  Government  of  South  Africa  went  on  adding  to  the  woes  of  the  Indians  in  that  country.  In  1913  a  Supreme  Court  judgment  declared  all 
marriages  conducted  according  to  Hindu,  Muslim  and  Parsi  rites  as  invalid.  An  Indian  women’s  group  under  Kastur  Ba  held  protests,  and  were 
sent  to  jail.  Among  them  was  a  young  teenage  girl  Thillaiadi  Valliamma  who  contacted  a  fatal  fever  in  jail  and  died.  The  Indian  mineworkers  in  the 
mining  town  of  Newcastle  in  Natal  near  the  Transvaal  border,  most  of  them  Tamils,  went  on  strike.  The  mine  owners  threw  them  out  of  their 
quarters  rendering  them  totally  homeless.  Gandhiji  went  to  Newcastle,  saw  the  pathetic  plight  of  the  people  numbering  about  five  thousand.  He 
decided  to  take  them  in  a  foot-march  to  the  Transvaal  border  that  was  36  miles  away. 


qR  I  iflteTTSTi  ^  Tef  ^  I  sff  dReHI^  %  ^rfwFRfTT  I 

f^T^jlRcRerr  ^  ^  ef^  ^  ^  ^  ffTTN  3fR  ^  3TTff^  ^  ^  I  5^K<]|el  #fTT  ^  chlRld  ^  ^  RPf^i 

3#^  ^  Ei-^dld  ^  I  ^IRT  ^  Hllc^cR’  ^  ^  ^  STMTff  ^  f^-^TeRR  tfER  WR  |  RfEMt  ^  ^RlRfet  ^  ^  RWT  5000 

I  ^Ret  ^  36  ^  5^K1c||d  ^  rRt  RT  RtRT  I 
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Gandhiji’s  idea  in  marching  the  crowd  to  cross  the  Transvaal  border  was  that  they  would  eventually  find  their  way  to  Tolstoy  Farm.  They  reached 
the  border  town  of  Charlestown,  where  Kallenbach,  and  a  few  Indian  satyagrahis  like  P.K.Naidoo,  joined  them.  They  crossed  into  Transvaal 
without  being  arrested.  Inside  Transvaal,  Gandhiji  and  other  Indian  leaders  of  the  march  were  arrested  and  released,  at  towns  like  Volksrust  and 
Standerton.  But  the  marchers  moved  on  without  losing  faith.  As  they  were  nearing  Johannesburg  Gandhiji,  Kallenbach  and  Polak  (who  had  joined 
them  later)  were  all  arrested  and  sent  to  jail.  The  marchers  were  rounded  up,  forcibly  taken  by  train  to  Newcastle  and  forced  to  resume  work.  But 
the  Indians  had  made  their  point  -  they  could  unite  and  strike  at  the  Government. 


TTtM  ^  Tfrm  ^TT^fTeT  ^  ^  ij  ^  ^  I  ^  I  ^  ^ 

3Tf  I  ^  ^  '(tin I  W  ^  I  j^K^llel  ^1  ^  WK  ^  3T^  ^dl3Tt  ^ 

'i-ci'S'JCd  3TTf^  Rhdl  ^  tsIsS  I  ^  TFT2T  3TPt  slddl  ^  I  %  RRf  clxRft^  sIR  WTh 

^  3TRfR  ^  ’ER^fR  ^  ^  -^4^1  Rid  efFTT  W  sIR  ^  WU  I  erf^  ^  WRT  rtf 

T-stlRd  ^  ^4?!  9?l  TRcfPl  ?RfR  RRFR  4^  R'iltT  ^  ^  I 
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The  successful  demonstration  of  the  will  of  the  Indian  community  in  South  Africa,  to  fight  effectively  for  their  rights  by  the  satyagraha  form  of 
agitation,  revealed  to  the  Government  the  strength  the  community  possessed.  Smuts  appointed  a  three-man  inquiry  commission  to  look  into  the 
community’s  problems.  In  January  1914  he  opened  direct  negotiations  with  Gandhiji  in  an  unexpectedly  friendly  atmosphere.  As  the  negotiations 
progressed  Smuts  agreed  to  remove  the  unjust  anti-Indian  laws  one  by  one.  An  unjust  tax  on  released  indentured  labourers  was  removed, 
monogamous  Indian  marriages  were  recognised  and  the  Black  Act  repealed.  Gandhiji,  with  his  task  accomplished,  decided  to  bid  farewell  to 
South  Africa.  On  July  18  1914  he  left  for  England  en  route  to  India. 


^  aiictlen  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  wM  4?i  ?i1^  ^  ^  ^  f^iTR^  % 

TTtTM  ^  Tfwn3lt  ^  ^  ^  ^  TKTqt  4^  ^  4?!  I  ^444^1,  1914  ^  41#^!  ^  4KTT44^  ^  ^ 

4ld1dm  I  Tnf^-4Tcri  ^  ^  4Kdl4l'  ^  44^  4^  4??^  ?3T  ^  4H  I  ^  ^4^  4Rcfl4  44  44 

4??  ^  %4T  44T I  4T4^  f^4T?  4F4  ^  #4  4444  44^  44  ^34  I  3T4%  444^  ^  4fW  ^t444  TTeMI  ^  3#Kf4  ^  44  f%4T  3ff4 

^  41441  eiV^  ^  fd4  18  '^e1l4,  1914  4^  Rme)  4^  I 
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^  1915-ir  ^  ^  qRcT  ^  I  ^7%^  ^  ^  Tiwn  ^  i  # 

^f  ^  ^WIT  'cb^eH^  '^\  'fitEMr  3]?W6llci  if  311^ 
cfr?  ^  ePtI  ^  ^  WI  3nT^  3fFm^  WTlf^  im\^ 
^TW  ^fJlRcb  ^  WcTl^  ^  I  ef1%^  T^  ^  IfK  T^  cf5T^  cb^  ^  ^ 
f^F#r  ^  Sf^  f^l  ^  fl?R  ^  ^fWJT  f^  if 

ITN^^RT  Rh'iiHl  %  WFTptf  ^  3ttR  ^nf^  ^  SW^TR  ^  % 

^  3TTc!I  IRtI^M  %  Wim?  ^^leMT  ^  ^  ^  Rh'UH'l'  ^  ^  ^ 
Rcikui  f^  I  sir  ^jrfMwTRT  WR  ^c^icbi-5,  f^R#f 

^  %  i^  ^  ^  ^cbf^cl 

RlMlf^4i  %  l^RRTT  I^RTt  ^  ^  ^  R^t  I  Ri?Mr 
RNcT  RIRT  R?r  3tM  ^  YFRRf  if  Rffl  Rc|c||e?t 
^3^  RRcT  3nRT^  R?t  RTR  RRcf  ^flffR  ^  feRJRT  ^  I  RfWR 
if  JffrlRIM  Rif  %  f^ellLb  R^cbl^fcjMI  ^tfl^  1%RT  ^  ^ 
^§  RM  RR  cbRNRH  firefT  I 


t  ^  ^  I 


Consolidating  His  Leadership 

1914  -  1922 


Gandhiji  finally  returned  to  India  in  1915.  Rabindranath 
Tagore  called  him  a  “Mahatma”,  and  all  India  endorsed 
that  name.  He  set  up  an  ashram  in  Ahmedabad  and 
settled  down.  At  that  time  he  still  described  himself  as  a 
loyal  citizen  of  the  British  Empire.  But  many  events  took 
place  in  quick  succession  that  changed  his  ideas.  The 
first  was  in  Champaran  district  in  Bihar  where  he  saw 
the  ill  treatment  meted  out  to  poor  Indian  peasants  and 
farm  labourers  by  European  owners  of  indigo  plantations. 
He  conducted  a  satyagraha  campaign  and  got  relief  for 
the  poor  people  from  the  oppression.  Next  was  the 
massacre  at  Jallianwala  Bagh  when  a  British  Brigadier 
got  his  soldiers  to  open  fire  on  a  peaceful  crowd  at  a 
gathering  on  a  festival  day,  killing  thousands.  During  his 
tours  around  the  country  he  also  saw  the  grinding  poverty 
in  the  villages  brought  about  by  British  rule.  He  started 
writing  strongly,  demanding  freedom  for  India.  He  was 
now  the  leader  of  the  freedom  movement.  The 
Government  declared  his  activities  were  seditious,  and 
he  was  sentenced  to  six  years  imprisonment. 
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Gandhiji  with  Ba  spent  about  five  months  in  England  and  reached  Bombay  in  January  1915.  He  was  greeted  as  the  hero  who  had  held  up  the 
dignity  of  Indians  in  a  foreign  land.  The  question  on  most  Indians’  mind  was  whether  he  would,  in  the  same  way,  help  restore  the  lost  dignity  of 
Indians  in  their  own  land.  His  political  mentor  Gopala  Krishna  Gokhale  advised  him  to  first  spend  a  year  travelling  around  the  whole  country.  He 
took  the  advice.  He  went  to  Calcutta  and  met  Gurudev  Rabindranath  Tagore  at  Shantiniketan.  He  made  a  short  trip  to  Rangoon.  Then  he  went  to 
Madras  and  met  some  old  friends  who  had  helped  him  with  his  work  in  South  Africa.  He  traveled  over  Gujarat  and  Maharashtra.  He  renewed  old 
friendships  and  made  some  new  ones.  He  got  the  feel  of  his  land  and  his  people. 


WT  if  afR  1915  if  twi  ^fif  I  if  WcT  %  TTRFf  WR  ifR  ip  ^  if  WTcT  ^31T  I  ^  ^ 

ipRpif^^f^afTf^^  arqif  if  ip  ^  ^  %%  ^  ^P^?  ^  %TTeff^  ^  TpJpiff^  if  Tt^Mf 

if^  ^  ^  TfM  RTrf  ^  TR’fffFT  cf^if  ip  RPI  I  TPif^  if  a^lcpl  TfeTT?  RPf  I  if  RelRxIl  Wfcp^  ^liRf  RrcH  if  %  fif^  I  vJ^^fif  afedSiql^ 

ip  T'jyT  ^  I  if 'if  'jffcp^  y'iM  fi|cjl  ^  fir^  I  vJ^^fif  affT  P6Klg  ^  ^1^1  I  3^1^  fildl  'if  fifef,  Tif  Rd  WRif  I  afMd 

atR  "cf^  '^(dl'Plfrl  TFRT  fePTT  I 


47 


Gandhiji  had  decided  to  start  an  ashram  at  some  suitable  location  in  India  and  live  in  it,  taking  as  inmates  young  people  interested  in  public 
service.  He  considered  many  possible  locations  for  the  ashram,  and  finally  chose  Ahmedabad.  A  wealthy  barrister  offered  him  the  use  of  his 
bungalow  at  Kochrab  village  near  Ahmedabad,  and  Gandhiji  set  up  his  ashram  there  with  about  twenty-five  inmates.  Most  were  Tamils  and 
Telugus  who  had  followed  him  from  South  Africa.  He  drafted  a  code  of  conduct  for  the  inmates  such  as  truth  telling,  non-violence,  celibacy  and 
control  of  palate.  One  important  rule  was  that  the  inmate  would  abhor  the  practice  of  untouchability,  In  February  1916,  he  attended  the  annual 
session  of  the  Indian  National  Congress  at  Karachi  where  he  was  given  a  grand  reception. 


TtsM  %  ^  TSTH  ^  eilcb^^c||  if  ^  cf^  ^  if  ^  cf^  cR  aff  I  ^  W^tl  %  if  Tfm- 

R-cfKcbx;  ^  ^  I  ^  TfcT  if  STf^^TT  %  WFT  I  %  elWT  9#Pf  ^  ^ 

^  ^  3TT^  I  ^  3#cf^  ^  ^  ^3^  TfTST  3TTTT  ^  I  ^1#^!  ^  anWfffM  %  f^,  WT, 

3nf^  ^  3TMT  Tff^  I  ^  SfT  3TT^  ^  ^  ^  Wgiff  I  Wffi,  1916  ^  W^l  if  ^ 

cirf^  STfETtmi  if  WT  ^  Wr  WTcT  TyjfT  I 
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In  early  1917  plague  broke  out  in  Kochrab  village,  and  considering  the  safety  of  the  inmates  Gandhiji  decided  to  shift  the  ashram  elsewhere.  Some 
friends  acquired  for  him  a  vast  stretch  of  barren  land  on  the  bank  of  River  Sabarmati,  with  no  buildings,  or  even  many  trees,  on  it.  The  ashram  was 
shifted  there,  and  the  inmates  had  to  live  under  canvas  sheets  for  many  months.  Slowly  the  permanent  buildings  were  put  up.  Gandhiji  had  a 
simple  brick  house  of  three  rooms  with  an  enclosed  courtyard  built  for  him  and  Ba.  It  was  named  ‘Hriday  Kunj’  meaning  ‘an  abode  of  the  heart’.  In 
the  meanwhile,  in  a  lecture  he  gave  at  the  foundation-stone  laying  ceremony  of  the  Benares  Hindu  University,  he  called  for  self-sacrifice  on  the  part 
of  Indians  if  they  wanted  freedom,  making  his  own  philosophy  clear. 


TH  1917  %  TffcT  ^  alR  arrwrrfM  ^  ^  ^  ^  l  gr? 

TflTTfR?!  Wgcf  ^61  01  ^  WFT  W,  ^  I  STT-^TT  ^  elNI  eFTFR 

7?^  I  qqqq  qqr^  q^  l  stR  qr  qq  qqqq  ^?fq  qqr^  qq>  srtqq  qq,  R  qqr,  RRi-qiqi  qqqq  sq  I  wrqq  qrq  sir  "^qq  l  ^iq 

qqNTf  Rqq  Rqiietq  %  fRen  TtqRr?  if  atqqr  qm  RttRi  qq^Rsq  %  1Rq  cqpr  qR^r  q?r  aqqqqqqq  qq  RR  ^  fq  qqRr  qRq 

qq  'J^dKII  f%qT  1 
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When  Gandhiji  had  gone  to  attend  the  Congress  session  at  Lucknow  in  1916  a  Bihari  peasant  named  Raj  Kumar  Shukla  met  him  and  requested 
to  visit  his  home  district  of  Champaran  in  north  Bihar.  Shukla  wanted  Gandhiji  to  see  for  himself  the  atrocities  committed  by  the  European  owners 
of  indigo  plantations  against  their  Indian  tenants  and  peasant  labourers.  Initially  Gandhiji  had  no  idea  of  going  to  Champaran;  but  Shukla’s 
persistence  won  him  over.  In  April  1917  he  went  to  Champaran  accompanied  by  Shukla.  He  was  horrified  at  what  he  heard  and  saw.  Natural  indigo 
dye  had  at  one  time  commanded  high  price  in  international  markets.  But  with  the  coming  of  chemical  dyes  the  prices  had  crashed,  and  the  planters 
were  squeezing  dry  the  tenants  to  compensate  for  the  drop  in  their  earnings. 


1916  ^  ^  ^  3#^  Tf  ^  ^  ^  ^ffW  3|T7  ^9^1  ^ 

^  ^  tr  iWf  ^  %  TTTf^  %  ^  ^  ^  WN  I  ctf 

qq  vtIM  qq  01^  sq  I  eff^qf  ^  'PfTrR'  3TBT?  41a  feRT  i  1917  4  ^9v1l  %  71T9T  qMK'J|  I  "^731  sfR  'ERT^f 

4  Ml  !1I^Rl4>  qRTN  %T  feTT  Tfcf^  STTl  ^  ^  3114  %  qf^l^ch  41ef  ^  4  ^iff  Pl7lcie  3Tp4  3tR 

7441  Hlfc^cb  3iq4  gqiTTFI  M  Wirt  1^7^67  cR  44  4  I 
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Gandhiji  reached  Motihari,  the  headquarter  of  Champaran  district,  on  April  16.  The  planters,  sensing  that  Gandhiji  would  expose  their  exploitative 
ways,  got  the  district  administration  to  issue  an  order  expelling  him  from  the  district.  Gandhiji  refused  to  leave,  and  was  issued  summons  to 
appear  before  the  magistrate.  Gandhiji  appeared  in  court  on  April  18  and  made  a  statement.  The  language  and  power  of  that  statement  have  made 
those  words  immortal.  Gandhiji  was  released.  He  made  Champaran  his  home  for  the  next  ten  months.  He  studied  the  situation  thoroughly  and 
submitted  a  report  to  the  Governor  on  the  inhuman  exploitation  of  the  poor  peasants.  The  Governor  ordered  an  official  inquiry,  based  on  the  findings 
of  which  the  illegal  activities  of  the  planters  was  put  an  end  to. 
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One  of  Gandhiji’s  points  against  British  rule  was  the  imposition  of  high  rate  of  land  revenue  (tax  on  agricultural  land).  The  poor  peasants  found  the 
burden  unbearable,  particularly  in  years  of  drought.  Drought  affected  Kheda  district  in  Gujarat  in  1917-18,  and  the  landowners  appealed  to  the 
Government  to  suspend  land  revenue  for  the  year.  But  the  officials  would  not  listen;  and  on  Gandhiji’s  advice  the  peasants  went  on  satyagraha, 
refusing  to  pay  the  tax.  The  officials  adopted  coercive  methods  like  seizing  the  peasants’  crops,  cattle  etc.  But  the  satyagraha  continued;  and  some 
success  was  achieved  in  that  the  Government  agreed  to  spare  the  poorest  peasants.  About  the  same  time  Gandhiji  got  to  know  about  the  use  of 
charkha,  and  decided  to  adopt  it  as  a  means  for  producing  khadi  cloth. 
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TM  ^  feeTHT  STT  ^  ^  ^  TFTH  I  ^  eBTH  ^  ^  I  1917-18  ^ 
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sM  ^  TTTefcn  ^  f^Tcfl  I  TRcFN  ^  3F?icT  TflW  ^  FFTH  FTT  ^  FFf  I  elWT  ^  Tm  ^  ^  FcfT  eFTRTT  alk 
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In  March  1919  the  British  Indian  Government  passed  an  Act  (the  so-called  the  Rowlattt  Act),  giving  itself  powers  to  indefinitely  imprison  without  trial 
those  charged  with  sedition.  Gandhiji  was  in  Madras  that  day,  and  he  issued  a  call  to  the  nation  to  observe  a  peaceful  hartal  on  March  30,  in 
protest.  The  hartal  was  mostly  peaceful;  but  in  a  few  places  in  like  Amritsar  where  it  was  held  on  April  6,  it  led  to  violence  and  a  few  deaths.  The  civil 
administration  lost  its  nerve  and  called  in  the  military  to  take  charge.  A  mad  Brigadier  by  name  Dyer  took  charge  and  got  his  soldiers  to  fire  on  a 
harmless  holiday  crowd  that  had  gathered  at  a  place  called  Jallianwala  Bagh.  Thousands  died  and  many  more  were  injured.  Dyer  further 
humiliated  the  people  with  his  infamous  ‘crawling  order’. 


TR  1919  ’TNcT  ^  %  TMeR  I  ^  IIrT  ^  %  3lPlRRdcbM  cTR^  ^  ^1  RTef^ 

RR  3Tf?lR7R  RRRRR  R^  ^^clldl  RT I  RR  TIRR  RTeMT  ^  ^  ^  I  ^  RRJR  ^  30  rM  ^  RR  RR  3RRRH  1 efWT  ^  9?!  I 

eff^R  3fg?RTR  ^  if  ^  eM  R^  ^  ^  I  T9TT^  RRTTTR  RReR  RRT  sffR  #TT  %  RT2T  RRTMR  R^  #7  I  RR^  RTRef  ^RTRR 

if  ^  I  dl^4lc|ldl  RTR  RTRR>  WR  if  RR^  RtfRR  ^  fR^^  ^  3R(fR  RRRT  R?!  tRR  R^  R^  RR  ^RRfif  3TRif  RiRiIBrI  ^  '^tffM  ReTRT  ^  I 
R^  sffR  ^RfRf  R^  RT^n  if  eftR  RTRef  fR  I  R#  R^,  ^TRR  RR  RRT  3TRRTRRRRT  3T]^  9R  1%  3TJRRR  Rif  RRT  R^  if  RRR^f  YRc?f  iff  ReT  ifRRTR  #  RPR  1 1 
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Gandhiji’s  greatest  sympathies  lay  with  the  rural  poor  of  India  -  the  small  landowners,  the  landless  labourers  and  the  village  craftsmen.  These 
were  the  people  whose  forefathers  were  proud  and  prosperous  at  one  time,  but  whom  the  British  Raj  had  impoverished  -  by  usurping  their  land, 
by  taxing  their  land,  by  taxing  the  salt  in  their  food,  and  by  replacing  their  handcrafted  products  in  the  market  with  cheap  factory  made  goods.  While 
on  a  tour  of  south  India  in  1921  he  saw  the  poor  villager  of  Tamil  Nadu  in  his  half-dhoti  and  upper  cloth.  He  decided  that  he  himself  would  dress 
the  way  they  do.  On  September  22,  1921  at  Madurai,  he  discarded  the  rather  elaborate  Kathiawar!  dress  of  dhoti,  kurta  and  turban,  and  changed 
into  a  half-dhoti  and  upper  cloth. 


TTM  ^  iTNcT  %  3TTf^  ^  TTSf  sJt  I  ^  eiTfi  %  fMf  WT  ^  I 

TM  ^  ^  ^  3T9FTT  WR  ^  TmH  ePTRFR,  ^  ^  WP  9T  cl^  ^  eFTFfR  ^ 

^  TfTef  WN  ^  ^  I  TH  1921  ^  TTsMl  %  dl^ddlg  ^  TfRf  WIT^  ^  ^  ^  9?^  sltR  WR  ^  ^  ^ 

^  ^  rR?  I  22  1%cRR,  1921  ^  ^3^  3RTfr  sM,  RTfl  ^  RtPT  #?  cPR  ^  stR  tSRR 

iRR  ^  ^  TRn  f^l 
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^  if  ^rff  ^  q;gcf^  ^  3Tr^  cTTFIT 

W  ^  I?g  Wr  ^  cbKNKi  ^  te  I  ^rf%^  ^  Wf^,  1924 

I  ^  ^9Ter  ^  3TRfff^  ^1^ 

^  3t1?[cRH  ^f  ^  3T£2TaT  ^  ^  I  ^3^  31?2T5!cn  ^  WT  if 

Wlf^  I  ^  ^ri^’iMPT  Hcj^cjcbl'  ^  ir  ^  3Tlin  ^  ^cil^xldld 
'^om  ^  TT^,  '!Nlv^l,  ^TTf|,  31|;d  3TF^,  3Tm4 

^Mdl-^l,  ^  #?T,  ^  3T^  WT3?  3IH  3TTf^  ^  ^  I  ^3^ 

WT  3Tcp?f  3?TdT^f52TT  ^  f^,  f^RPm  dW  W- 

^  ^1^  MFT"  I  ww  ■^r  ^^FnfM  ^  ^3^  ^  irif^ 

^iTH^  ^  3|cRR  I  3pr  ^3d^  ^HdTIfT?  ^  i<\i\'^  MT  ^  ^ 

dR^i  fmr?  ^1  d3#^  TdTKT  if  if  ddPT  wM  %  f^dW 

dt^Tdd  ^rdFTTl  if  3Rdd  %  '^RPT  dRH  SfT  #?  f^RTFtf 

if  ^  %  dIciRdd  dPTH  ^  ^  ddl  ^  I  ddfT3T?  dW  d?T 

stR  dRd3d  dif  dIriRdd  ePTPf  %  Rd9  dif  ^RRf  eRTf  M'S!  I 


Imprisonment,  Early  Satyagrahas 

1 922  -  1 930 


Gandhiji  was  charged  with  sedition  in  1 922  and  awarded 
a  si}<  years  sentence.  He  was  released  in  February  1 924. 
He  was  elected  President  of  the  Indian  National  Congress 
held  at  Belgaum  in  December  that  year.  His 
Presidentship  gave  a  consolidation  to  the  organization. 
He  developed  a  new  line  of  leadership  consisting  of  young 
people  of  very  high  caliber.  Among  them  were  gems  like 
Jawaharlal  Nehru,  Vallabhai  Patel,  Rajaji,  Sarojini  Naidu, 
Abul  Kalam  Azad,  Acharya  Kripalani,  Subhas  Chandra 
Bose  and  Khan  Abdul  Gaffar  Khan.  He  also  took  some 
time  off  to  write  his  autobiography  that  he  titled  as  My 
Experiments  with  Truth.  The  book  helped  his  countrymen 
to  get  to  know  him  well.  Millions  were  now  ready  to  join 
his  satyagraha  campaigns  to  win  swaraj.  He  launched  a 
campaign  of  protest  against  a  rise  in  land  tax  in  Bardoli 
district  in  Gujarat.  The  Government  had  increased  the 
tax  in  a  year  of  drought,  and  the  peasants  protested 
peacefully  by  refusing  to  pay  the  increase.  The  satyagraha 
was  successful,  and  the  Government  was  forced  to 
withdraw  the  increase. 


Towards  the  end  of  1921  Gandhiji,  in  consultation  with  other  leaders  of  the  Congress  like  Lajpat  Rai,  C.R.Das,  Motilal  Nehru,  Azad  and  Jawaharlal 
Nehru,  decided  to  start  countrywide  satyagraha  campaigns.  Gandhiji  himself  wanted  to  lead  a  peasants’  satyagraha  in  Bardoli,  Gujarat.  But 
everywhere  violence  broke  out.  The  Government,  in  retaliation,  adopted  repressive  measures.  The  climax  came  in  Chauri  Chaura  in  U.P.,  where 
a  mob  angered  by  police  repression  set  fire  to  a  police  station,  roasting  alive  twenty-two  policemen  inside.  Gandhiji  immediately  called  off  the 
satyagraha  campaigns  everywhere.  Gandhiji  himself  was  charged  with  sedition  by  the  Government;  and  on  March  18,  1922  he  was  sentenced  to 
six  years  simple  imprisonment  and  sent  to  Sabarmati  jail 


TR  1921  ^  3frf  if  R??l^  ^  ip  dMMd  TFT,  #.3TN.  STTRT^  RW^RTcT  STlf^  ^  ^  ^  RTif  WTTTT?  ReTTif 

f^l  ^  JJdTfcT  ip  WtMT  f^TTPP  WTTTR  ^  if^  ^  I  ef1%d  ^  ^  flnT  ^  I  TTTW?  ^  ij  ritP  R5P  ReTTR  I  ^tTT 

^  ^  if  WT  #fTT  FT  ft#  ^  ggr  if  g#  ip  gif  sttp  eTTT  ^  1 22  gfeflM  t3tt  sttp  if  FRfgR 

gr  gif  l  gtfMr  %  TT^if  fft#  if  ttftfr  gif  grgrr  l  grMf  gif  gir  g^gggif  ip  ^  if  is,  gr^  1922  gif  TTTeT  gg  ggggRT  fifefr  stR  if  ^ 

ifFT  Ri|  gif  I 
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After  two  days  at  Sabarmati  Jail,  Gandhiji  was  shifted  to  Yeravada  Jail  at  Poona.  Although  Judge  Broomfield  who  presided  over  his  trial  at  the 
Sessions  Court,  Ahmedabad,  had  shown  great  courtesy  to  Gandhiji,  the  jailers  at  Yeravada  showed  no  such  feelings.  The  jail  manual  provisions 
were  rigorously  applied  to  him.  The  Benchers  of  the  Inner  Temple  in  London  removed  his  name  from  the  roll  of  barristers.  Gandhiji  himself 
remained  unaffected  by  all  this.  He  read  over  150  books,  mainly  on  religion  and  science.  But  his  health  suffered  as  a  result  of  the  poor  diet  and 
unhealthy  life.  On  January  11,  1924  he  was  diagnosed  as  having  appendicitis,  urgently  shifted  to  the  local  Sasoon  Hospital,  where  Col.  Maddock 
the  surgeon-general  decided  to  operate  on  him. 


^  TrTTTfT??r  ^  ^  ^  wi^t#  gwdiw  %  ^  ^  ^  ^  titst  3tt^  ^i  eff%^  ^  ^ 

3#4)|Riil'  ^  TpT  if  ^  ^  ^  ^l  WR  ^  ^  ^  RrgRRf  ^  ^  ^  WN  c^dRlel  %  RM  R  Tf^T^TefT  ^  ^ 

Rtt  I  RMr  R  ^  WPT  ^  I  fRrn  aR  R  ^  w  ctwt  150  fRrRi  Rt  i  wr  %  Rr  gg  w-eq  %  ^mrsTT 

^  wRcf  ^  w  I RTT  ^  R  ^  t  ^  siwim  Rn  m\  l  ^  ^  mF\  ttRt  ^3^  Yie^r-Rif^RHi 

^  fRni 
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The  operation  was  performed  in  the  night  of  January  12  at  10.00  p.m.  During  the  operation  a  thunderstorm  cut  off  electric  supply.  Col.Maddock 
continued  the  operation  under  the  light  of  three  torchlights,  which  also  went  off  one  after  the  other.  Finally  he  finished  it  under  a  hurricane  lamp. 
Gandhiji  was  released  unconditionally  on  February  5;  and  he  left  the  hospital  on  the  29  th.  On  the  political  front,  during  Gandhiji’s  absence,  C.R.Das 
and  Motilal  Nehru  broke  off  from  the  Congress  and  formed  the  Swarajist  Party.  Gandhiji  did  not  want  to  blow  up  the  issue.  In  the  best  interests  of 
the  nation  he  presided  over  the  Congress  session  at  Belgaum  in  December  1924,  spoke  only  on  subjects  affecting  national  unity  and  alleviation 


elFTf^  ^  4?!  I  Tl#3?r  5  Wlfl  4^  Wffi  4^  4R4c1TcT  ^  ^4^ 


I  ^3^  ^  44  4FMr  4?l  ^  #.3TN.  4W  4lc^dlel  4#4T  ^  ^^4^4  444M  44f  4«lTf^  ta  I  ^  4^  ^[454  4^  44T4T 

^  44^  4#  ^  I  4^  £414  ^  441^  1^4344,  1924  if  ifcFM  44tf4T  Sfl^fiRH  4?t  3TE4gf4T  4^  I  41#^!  4M  441^1  ^  44  3|f4  4T^ 

4441T  ^  441%T  444^  4T^  ^  44  ^  I  ^3444  4T44  41^  Sfi^lcfd  4^  44^  444  dl-^^c||e)l  4T I 
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In  his  opening  speech  at  the  Belgaum  Congress,  Gandhiji  spoke  of  spinning  of  charkha  and  the  wearing  of  khadi  as  the  means  to  achieve  swaraj. 
He  spoke  on  the  need  for  Hindu-Muslim  unity.  In  the  Presidential  address  he  stressed  the  importance  of  non-violence  as  the  weapon  to  fight  with 
to  get  swaraj.  He  deplored  the  way  the  satyagrahis  had  abandoned  non-violence  at  times.  He  wanted  “non-violence  of  the  resourcefull”  and  not  the 
“non-violence  of  the  helpless”.  Boycott  of  foreign  cloth  was  another  area  he  dwelt  upon.  Although  the  word  “boycott”  had  an  indication  of  violent 
behaviour,  to  him  boycott  of  foreign  cloth  was  a  symbol  of  non-violence. 


km  ^  kckkk  %  ^  ^  armmrT  k?  kei  l  ^  ^  czfcRT  3#^  %  kpt  ^  ^  1 1 

Cf^  ^  kTkRt  kksff  ^  arftkT  I  kk  kkkk  stk  SR  I  ^  ^  \  eFT^  k?  ^ 

cfr  ^  3#kf  kk  f  \  2TTI 
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Sarojini  Naidu,  the  poetess  often  called  the  ‘Nightingale  of  India’,  was  one  of  Gandhiji’s  closest  followers.  Her  talent  as  a  writer  showed  even  as 
a  child,  when  at  age  twelve  she  wrote  a  1300  line  poem,  and  at  age  thirteen  penned  a  poetic  drama.  She  had  her  education  in  Madras,  London  and 
Cambridge  Universities.  She  was  ten  years  junior  to  Gandhiji  in  age,  whom  she  first  met  in  London  in  1914.  By  then  she  had  already  taken  part  in 
the  Congress  sessions  and  in  the  boycott  movement  of  foreign  cloth.  She  attended  the  Belgaum  Congress  in  1924,  and  was  herself  elected  the 
Congress  President  at  the  1925  Session  held  in  Kanpur.  Mohamed  Ali,  the  younger  of  the  famous  Ali  brothers,  was  a  friend  and  admirer  of 
Gandhiji.  He  was  a  support  to  Gandhiji  in  his  quest  for  Hindu-Muslim  unity. 


^fT^  'TtsMf  ^  ij  sff  I  ^  WPf  ^  ^  I  ^  ^  ^3^  1300  LjRLl4l 

3lk  ^  ^  W  if  I  %aTT  atR  R^ctR^|d4l  if  ^  I  c[  ^  ^  #  |  %  1914  if  if  q?c^f 

4R  IMf  I  ^3^  ft  cf  cfqiRT  3#R?Fft  if  Rfft  ^RLSt  %  if  RFT  ^  sff  I  W\  1924  if  fcFlR  4ftRT  if  sff  sIR  1925  if 

arf^iRPT  f  aieqaiT  ft  ^  I  atctt  wit  f  lift  ft  ft?w  aictt  Riftft  ip  4%  ^  1 5^#fR  wn  Rtftft  ip  fR  MRTf  if  f  ^ 

f  I 
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Gandhiji  wanted  two  major  social  evils  to  be  removed  from  Indian  society.  One  was  lack  of  unity  between  Hindus  and  Muslims.  The  other  was 
practice  of  untouchability  against  Harijans  by  caste-Hindus.  As  one  of  the  steps  against  the  evil  of  untouchability,  he  campaigned  vigorously  for 
permitting  the  entry  of  Harijans  into  Hindu  temples.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  the  case  of  Vaikom  in  the  then  State  of  Travancore.  A  satyagraha 
movement  had  succeeded  in  getting  the  Harijans  the  use  of  temple  roads  and  entry  into  the  temple.  Gandhiji  visited  Vaikom  in  March  1925.  Both 
ways  he  passed  through  Madras  and  stayed  as  the  guest  of  S. Srinivasa  Iyengar,  a  great  patriot  and  social  reformer.  Gandhiji  also  addressed  a 
number  of  well-attended  public  meetings  in  Madras  on  that  visit. 


TFTM  ^  ^  fWft  ^  cR?  ^  ^  I  igti  srr  l  ggRi,  ^  at-t-g^ddi  ^  wi  I 

^  RcMT  ^  ^  ^  ferRt  cpi  I  R«4Kid  ^  Wt  wrm?' 

^  ^  I  ?Tf  ^  ^R-oidi  RRi  atr?  ^  g  #  ^  gRr  g  gi  ifg?r  fgcT  i  1925  g  1  ^3TFrT  ggg  gt 

g  gt  an  I  g  nigger  ^  wr  gg  TRM  ^  gggnw  awTR  g^  g?nH  1  ttri  g?  gRrg  gt  g  ngt-ngi  Tpuag  ng  ggiRR  ig^r  1 
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Gandhiji  toured  extensively  in  Bengal  in  mid  1925.  The  areas  he  toured  included  the  eastern  part  of  Bengal,  which  now  forms  the  nation  of 
Bangladesh.  He  met  the  senior  leaders  and  nationalists  of  Bengal,  such  as  Surendranath  Bannerjee  and  Chittaranjan  Das.  On  June  6th  he 
addressed  foreign  women  Christian  missionaries  in  Darjeeling.  The  venue  was  the  School  of  Indian  Languages  conducted  by  an  English  lady 
named  Miss  Rowlands  to  teach  Indian  languages  to  foreign  ladies  wanting  to  do  Christian  missionary  work  in  India.  While  expressing  his  faith 
and  reverence  for  the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ  he  expressed  his  view  that  he  had  no  faith  in  religious  conversions. 
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TH  1925  ^  WcT  ^  ^TTTT  ^  I  ^  ^ITTfT  ^  W  §317  1 1  ^  %T3Tt  cTSTT  ^^1^27  Rld^^hclKI  ^ 

^  wfi  %  1 6,  ^  ctif^cjJi  ^  frrfprM  ^  TiflcTstr  ^  i  trct  l^rpifr  ^  irflenait  ^ 

^  ^  Rdlldil  if  ^  TTTT  JefPft  sSt  I  Ti#^r  %  ^  ^  ^  371^ 

^7^-^  ^5fcTT^  §77  ^  ^  ^  yqH  Tjrfir  ^  1 1 
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In  November  1920  Gandhiji  had  been  instrumental  in  starting  a  National  University  based  at  Ahmedabad  that  was  named  as  ‘Gujarat  Vidhyapith’. 
The  objective  was  to  give  the  Indian  youth  an  education  based  on  Indian  values  so  that  they  would  work  for  the  national  rejuvenation  of  India  when 
they  passed  out.  Gandhiji  took  great  interest  in  the  intellectual  development  of  the  students  at  the  Vidhyapith  and  used  to  give  weekly  lectures  to 
them.  In  December  1925  he  addressed  the  convocation,  when  he  advised  the  students  to  be  ‘soldiers  in  the  Army  of  Swaraj’.  In  the  other  parts  of 
the  country  also,  he  used  every  opportunity  to  meet  the  people  from  all  walks  of  life  and  interact  with  them.  His  visit  to  Madras  in  September  1927 
was  typical  of  such  a  visit. 


TR  1920  if  3T5TRMK  ^  ^pRTcf  ^  RTf  ^  f^Tcff^^JTeR  ^  ^  ^  2TT I  ^3^  STT  ^  ^7 

f^sTT  ^  cTTf%  f^arr  ^  tt?  ti^  ^  ^  ^  tr  t#  l  ^  ^i;^  ^  frf^  if  Tjfr  tfr  ttht?  if 

^  ^  ^  I  1925  if  ^Tffip  Tct^t;Td  TRRf?  if  ^T#if  Tftr^  iim  if  ^  %  ^^f^  ^  'fddddl  TRpif  WRT  Rfflv  I  ^  if>  3TR  ^  if  ^ 

wm  ip  ^  ^  ip  3Tipp  ^  ^  31cRR  ^  f^TPfT  ^PTrf  ^  I  TR  1927  ^  ift-RRT  ^  3RTR  ^  cf^  1 1 


64 


During  the  visit  to  Madras  in  September  1927  Gandhiji  talked  to  various  groups  and  types  of  audiences,  ranging  from  the  general  public  to 
dedicated  satyagrahis.  He  addressed  Railway  workers,  cobblers  in  their  locality,  members  of  Y.M.C.A.,  and  various  other  youth  groups.  At  a 
massive  public  meeting  in  the  beach  on  4th  he  spoke  on  the  basic  unity  of  India  and  of  the  need  to  maintain  peace  and  harmony  in  our  society. 
Addressing  the  students  of  the  Hindu  High  School  at  Triplicane,  he  advised  them  to  study  the  Bhagawat  Gita,  which  he  described  as  a  gospel  of 
selfless  work  (called  yagna  in  Sanskrit).  “Read  the  Gita  in  a  prayerful  spirit  and  obey  the  dictates  of  that  book”  was  his  advice  to  the  youth. 


f^rrfW7,  1927  if  RTM  if  7nW4  ^  ^  ^  4?!  if  I  ^  ^ 

ip  ^  ip  ^  TT^ftfcT  ta  I  4,  pif  ^  'fl^sldci  4?)  4^  W  if  RNcT  4?)  7RM  if 

TtfR^  ^  ^Ttf^  441%  771%  4%  3Tf4WPcTT  47  4tef  I  ip  f^Ppf^TVff  ^l^'t^ef  ip  4if  7i%ff%?T  4^  ^  ^  f%f4  4^  I  4444  4^ 

24  iT444%fT  f%S74T9j  45%  74%  W  44  44  %%f  1 1  '%f4T  4%  4^  4T4  %  4%  3%?  47fip  34%4ff  44  3T54feT4  4%-  4%f  ^44^  ip  feR  4444  44%4T  94  I 
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Gandhiji  visited  Sri  Lanka  (then  called  ‘Ceylon’)  in  November  1927.  He  was  received  with  great  enthusiasm  by  all  sections  of  the  society  there.  He 
addressed  Buddhist  monks,  Christian  missionaries,  the  expatriate  Indian  community,  the  Tamils  of  Jaffna  and  various  other  groups.  His  advice  to 
the  Indian  community  was  to  throw  their  lot  with  the  people  of  the  country  of  their  adoption,  and  live  peacefully  and  harmoniously  with  them.  He  was 
very  happy  when  the  Tamils  of  Jaffna  showed  their  love  for  India  by  referring  to  the  land  as  ‘Mother  India’.  On  his  return,  Gandhiji  attended  the 
Congress  session  at  Madras.  At  the  session  he  emphasized  the  importance  of  the  use  of  khadi  and  swadeshi  products  by  all  classes  of  Indians. 


1927  ^  ^  WT  f^fefpT  cb^dldl  2TT I  ^  TIW  ^  Th?!  Tcf^  ^  WRT  §3fT  I  R^hR41',  ^^fTFTl 

^  ycj|R-|4l',  3fR  ^  ^  I  ^  %  ^Ke1c|lRl4i  %  ^39^  SfT  ^  3Tcpf  ^  MT7T  %  ^  %  7T2T  ^  ^  #7 

^  ^  ^  RcllRiiij  %  Tnsi  TTTfrf  3tR  7TT9T  T#  I  WMT  ^  cT^Tf  iflfM  ^  ^  ^  WnUddl  ^  I  ^fFRff  ^  Tt&Mf  ^  ^ 

3#^  ^  TNtRfn  I  ^  3fRf^  Wrf  %  Th^t  ^  ^  sfR  31^  T?g3Tt  3TW^  ^  Wef  I 


66 


Towards  the  end  of  1927  the  British  Government  in  London  appointed  a  Commission  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Sir  John  Simon  consisting  of  10 
British  Members  of  Parliament  to  enquire  into  the  system  of  working  of  the  Government  in  India  and  to  recommend  measures  for  further  reforms. 
The  Viceroy  Lord  Irwin  called  Gandhiji  and  other  leaders  all  the  way  to  Delhi  for  a  ‘meeting’;  but  all  he  did  was  to  give  them  information  about  the 
appointment  of  the  Commission.  Gandhiji  is  said  to  have  commented  that  a  post  card  could  have  served  the  same  purpose.  In  any  case  no 
section  of  Indians  were  willing  to  accept  the  ‘Simon’  Commission,  which  had  no  Indian  member  in  it.  The  Simon  Commission  was  boycotted  ail 
round  and  was  rendered  ineffective. 


TR  1927  %  3icT  ^  TRW  %  ^TRcf  ^  M^IKlRcb  ^  ^  mR^TIcR  ^  ^  TRT  ^  ^  ^  3TFfR 

TR  ^  ^  3TKTg1cn  ^  I  TT^TRFT  cTT^  3RT  ^3Tt  ^  ^  ^  ^  I  ^  3TPfFT 

%  ^  ^  I WT  WT I  %  ?T[  wr  ^  m  wr  sit  %  an  i  ^  nN?r  ^  ^  ^  Tn^TR  ^r?rr 

an,  Rnn^f  ^  an  i  Tnwf  ^n%R  nnr  ^  “cnff  ^an  atR  n?  ^at  ^3n  l 
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The  imposition  of  high  land  revenue  (land  tax)  on  the  impoverished  Indian  peasants  was  one  of  the  most  oppressive  aspects  of  British  colonial  rule 
as  seen  by  Gandhiji.  The  tax  was  increased  periodically  to  increase  the  Government’s  revenue.  In  1928  the  Government  of  Bombay  Presidency 
ordered  an  increase  in  land  tax  by  22%  in  Bardoli  district  in  Gujarat.  Gandhiji  found  the  increase  unjustified,  and  asked  Sardar  Vallabhai  Patel  to 
lead  the  peasants  of  Bardoli  in  a  satyagraha  campaign  of  refusing  to  pay  the  increased  tax.  The  district  administration  reacted  by  seizing  the 
peasants  cattle,  and  even  their  pots  and  pans.  But  the  satyagrahis  held  on.  Ultimately  the  Government  was  forced  to  withdraw  the  increase  and 
return  all  seized  property.  The  peasants  paid  their  taxes  at  the  old  rates. 


^  1%TfRf  T?  inft  cFipt  tptpr  ^  ij  an  l  ^  wt-wt  ^  enrT  ^JfTcn 

TFT  I  W[  1928  if  XTTcT  ^  TfWR  if  if  eFTR  if  22=  ^  ^  3TT^  Rcbldl  1  Tf^Mf  if  ^  ^  ^  aP^TFfT^^  |  TRFR  FeeFf  ^ 

^  TiRIRcW  eTTFf  ip  TtMT  iff  cff  TfRTRTF  TftFfeR  m  ^fRif  %  W  I  RfelT  F?TRRf  if  FTRf^  Ffcff^  if  RRTptf  -sR  W, 

^yXRf  cpf^  ^  cfR=TT  ^  XfR  I  TfRfTTT^  SffeTj  ^  |  ij  yRxpR  RRh  if  ^  xr  ifFT  ^  ^  cffFPTT  FFT I 

RrTPTT  if  grfif  FT  T?  ^  ePTH  3fFT  RrT  I 
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^  ^  ^5^  I 

w?rm  Tj^  ^  TjvJf  ^  tT^p  aTKT^  ^  ^ 

1^1  ^ttsMt  sp^iFrg^  ^  aiw^rr^  'g%?TT  #  ii^  3fT^  ^l 

^3^  I  W^  W#2T  wJHWF  ^  3fR 

^  i%^l  ^  ^1  ^ 

%3  ^R  ^  RMr  aRf^  1%^n  I  'H^en  ^  ^ 

"gR,  3?^  RRR  SFF?!'  ■grR  '■'^  'dicil  Rjf  ^rRf 
itf^  R  €1  v3T^  ^  sfri  rM  %  %  3TRT  ^  ^  ctf 

f%#  wm  Ri^t  R  ^  EtRvrul  ^  t  a?^  %  1^ 

^  fi?  i  ?Rrt  ^atr  ^  ift  anr^  ^ar  if  ^  Rptt  t  ^  1939 
if  Icff^  ^  Rn  1 3fM  ^  ^  WR?n  ^  1^  cR?  ^ 

aTRRRcTT  I  'R?!^,  rRRT  ^  'feefR  el-SI^  ^ 

^  RaellMi  ^  I 


Mass  Awakening 

1 930  -  1 942 

Bardoii  satyagraha  was  a  campaign  on  a  local  issue, 
but  it  got  nationwide  attention.  Its  resounding  success 
resulted  in  a  call  for  a  bigger  nation-wide  campaign. 
Gandhiji  had  always  spoken  against  the  high  incidence 
of  salt-tax  in  the  country  and  the  unjust  ‘salt  laws’.  He 
launched  a  satyagraha  against  the  salt  laws  that  took 
India’s  freedom  struggle  to  center-stage  in  world’s 
attention.  The  British  Government  were  shaken;  and  they 
invited  Gandhiji  for  a  Round  Table  Conference  in  London. 
But  the  Conference  achieved  nothing  since  the  British 
were  only  interested  in  playing  the  old  game  of  ‘divide 
and  rule’.  Gandhiji  acceded  to  a  demand  for  a  separate 
electorate  for  the  Muslims  ~  but  he  would  not  have  the 
Harijans  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  Hindu  community 
by  a  separate  electorate.  He  won  over  the  Harijan  leaders 
on  that  issue.  Then  the  Second  World  War  broke  out  in 
1939.  The  British  desperately  needed  Indian  support  in 
their  war  effort.  Gandhiji  was  not  averse  to  supporting 
them  in  their  fight  against  Fascism. 


Even  more  than  land  tax,  Gandhiji  considered  the  tax  imposed  on  salt  by  the  colonial  Government  as  the  most  cruel  and  exploitative,  since  it  pu 
an  essential  item  of  food  beyond  the  reach  of  the  very  poor.  The  tax  on  locally  produced  salt  was  240  pies  on  a  maund  of  salt,  which  cost  only  10 
pies  to  produce.  That  is,  the  taxation  rate  was  2400%.  Gandhiji  decided  to  break  the  Salt  Law  which  prohibited  private  individuals  producing  salt 
from  seawater.  On  March  12,  1930  Gandhiji  set  out  on  a  march  with  78  volunteers  from  Sabarmati  ashram  to  Dandi  on  the  Arabian  Sea  coast  to 
cover  a  distance  of  241  miles  by  foot.  They  reached  Dandi  after  25  days,  on  April  5th.  At  6.30  a.m.  on  6th  Gandhiji  bent  down  and  picked  up  a  handful 
of  naturally  dried  salt  from  a  creek.  He  had  broken  the  Salt  Law. 
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^  47  240  ^  ^  4^  TTTRTT  24  I  3T2lkT  4R  44  47  2400'-  94  I  TTsMt  ^  71^  %  Wit  ^  444?  441^  47  4f^4  TFTT^  4r^  444?  4?P34 

4^  44  417^  44  1^444  f%4T  I  12,  ^  1930  4^  78  %  4T91  4T£M  74474r^  3444  ^  241  ^  47  3174  7447  %  44  47  4^  3^  44-4^ 

47  f^4?^  I  25  414  5  31^  4^  ^  6.30  4?^f  4^  ^  ^  4p  I  6  31^  4^  444?  4^  ^  4T^?f^  774  ^  4^  444?  4^  47  ^  444?  44^ 

4^  44  f^?4T  I 
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5  ^  ^  ^  ^  tR  ^  TJ^  3tR  ^RcTT^T  ^  ^R  f^  W  |  -^ff^  ^715^  cT^  R  ^  if  ^ 

^  ^^TFR  if  ^  ^1  cfT^^fRFf  eTT^  if  ^  R  3TT^  I  WTRlIM  R  X^  ^  ^#TT  WRUif  R  i[Rf^  ^fR^r  RTT  ctf  X5^ 

gf^  if  ^RT  ^  xfrer  i  gf^  xf?f  ^rR^ari  ^  -m^  gf^  ^  ip#  i  dlifeni^  if  y1%gq  ifcn  rrt#  gxp  rt#  iRRRP  #  rtst  fcR#RXR#  ^  ^rjj^  rpr 
^  cRRRFf  #  3#  xr'-^ITRT  xr  f#PPf  X#  I  if  13  3ltfcT  #  frR5%RXTc#  ^  f#P^  stR  15  if  150  #R  #  gff  xj5\  #  f  rr#  if^RTRiT  if  cp^  gg  I  XRfR 
%q  EcpRf  zfR  Tpff  RRTTTf##  #  gff  cfvfg  ^  Mlci  I 


On  May  5,Ganclhiji  was  arrested  at  Karadi  near  Dandi  and  taken  to  Yeravada  Jail.  But  sathyagrahis  gathered  in  thousands  at  various  seacoast 
towns  to  produce  ‘illegal’  salt  by  boiling  seawater.  Lord  Irwin,  the  Viceroy,  ordered  a  severe  crackdown  on  them.  When  a  set  of  satyagrahis  tried  to 
raid  the  Dharsana  Saltworks  south  of  Karadi,  police  beat  them  up  mercilessly.  Reports  of  police  brutality  in  India  were  flashed  all  over  the  world. 
In  Tamil  Nadu,  veteran  leader  Rajaji,  assisted  by  a  young  colleague  Sardar  Vedaratnam,  led  a  march  from  Trichy  to  Vedaranyam  on  the  Bay  of 
Bengal  coast.  They  left  Trichy  on  April  13  and  covered  the  distance  of  150  miles  in  15  days.  Rajaji  was  arrested  at  Vedaranyam;  and  the  camp  there 
was  destroyed  and  the  satyagrahis  beaten  up  by  a  brutal  police  force. 
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In  January  1931  Gandhiji  and  the  other  leaders  of  the  Salt  Satyagraha  campaign  were  released  from  prison.  In  February,  Lord  Irwin  invited  Gandhiji 
for  discussions  on  the  future  course  of  action,  provoking  the  rank  imperialist  Winston  Churchill  to  remark  bitterly  that  a  “representative  of  the  King 
Emperor”  was  holding  parleys  with  a  “half-naked  fakir”.  A  series  of  discussions  produced  what  came  to  be  known  as  the  Gandhi-Irwin  Pact. 
Constitutional  matters  regarding  the  future  of  India  would  be  discussed  at  a  Round  Table  Conference  to  be  held  in  London,  which  Gandhiji  would 
attend.  At  the  Karachi  session  of  the  Congress  held  in  March,  a  resolution  was  passed  that  Gandhiji  would  represent  the  Congress  at  the  RTC. 
Gandhiji  left  for  England  by  S.S.Rajputana  on  August  29th. 


1931  ^  WF  wnw  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  I  Wffi  ^  efl^  3fPt  ^  ^  ij  ^  ^  ^  3Tm%T 

I  ^  gr  ^  gg  3igg%  %  gtig  gicfrefig  g^  t!"  ■grd'idm  ^  g^  ^  ^  grg 

fSTT  1  gRcT  ^  g^Pfg,  gg  ^  ggifepf  ^  fVrg  ^  gg  f^rgg  ta  ggr  l  ^  ggifePi  grg  ^  ^  1^  cigig  ^  g%  l  gR#  3#^  if 

g^  if  g?  gggrrg  grl^  iR  gMcR  if  gfsM  ggirgi  ig  ggg^  rt^  i  29  3iw  gif  ggr.ggi.  gRggrgr  grw  r^r  if  ggM  ^ 

ggrgr  fgl 
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On  the  15  days  long  journey  to  London,  Gandhiji  continued  to  live  his  ashram  life.  He  rose  early  morning,  said  his  prayers  and  then  occupied  his 
chosen  corner  of  the  second  class  deck.  There  he  did  his  daily  spinning,  received  his  visitors,  gave  his  evening  lectures,  and  was  generally  relaxed 
and  happy.  In  London  he  stayed  as  the  guest  of  Muriel  Lester  at  a  settlement  house  called  Kingsley  Hall.  Miss  Lester,  who  had  recently  stayed  as 
a  guest  of  the  Mahatma  at  Ahmedabad,  had  set  up  Kingsley  Hall  along  with  a  group  of  committed  pacifists,  among  the  slums  of  East  End  of 
London.  The  residents  of  Kingsley  Hall  lived  a  life  of  voluntary  poverty  serving  the  poor  and  the  unemployed  in  the  neighbourhood.  In  every  way  it 
was  a  surrounding  in  which  Gandhiji  felt  perfectly  at  home. 


15  ^  ef^r  eTT^  ^  ^  31T^  ^  ^  ^  I  ^  Ml  %  M  if  sM  ^STTTSfFf  TT 

M  ^^TefTcf,  ^  M  TTTTf  ^  ^  I  ^  cUN^Tfr  IRTMtT  ^  M  I  ^  cM  ^  M  %  MrRf  I 

^  ^  ^  ^  ^  aiRfRf  t?  ^  sfr  M  gr?  titM  MTttM  %  tttst  IMr  Mf  hTt  ^  M  fMrft  M 

^  wcpTT  ^  2fr  I  ftRM  M  ^  RrM  ^  tiki  Mr  Micf  ^  M  siM-trRT  %  rM  ctsit  MrTRt  ^  Mr  Mr  ^  l  rtMt  ^  fM  ^  ^  ^ 

RT  ^  Md  RTR  ^fdcrr  2TT I 
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Gandhiji  spent  eighty-four  days  in  England.  The  RTC  itself  was  a  failure.  Gandhiji  wanted  the  Conference  to  focus  on  framing  a  constitution  for  a 
free  India,  whereas  the  British  Government  wanted  only  to  point  out  the  divisions  that  existed  within  India.  The  failure  of  the  Conference  was  what 
Gandhiji  had  foreseen.  But  he  succeeded  in  reaching  the  British  people  over  the  head  of  their  Government.  He  ‘spoke’  to  them  through  interviews 
with  their  newspapers.  Crowds  would  gather  outside  Kingsley  Hall  to  see  him.  He  made  nine  trips  out  of  London,  the  most  memorable  of  which 
was  the  Lancashire  visit,  when  he  met  the  unemployed  mill  workers  at  the  depression-hit  town  of  Darwen.  Gandhiji’s  advocacy  of  khadar  and 
boycott  of  mill  cloth  had  hit  their  livelihoods;  but  they  cheered  him. 


^  84  ^ -I Cl'S  ^  Rdik  1  ^iRi^I  g?  ■‘ild  TpifeR  '(dcid  '^TRTT  fdk  fTTR  ^’<4  3TTT  I  TTTchN 

^TR?[  ^  3RY  IR?TEFf  iRiTMl  ^  WWR  "irTT  ^  M  ^frdiR  'tt^dd  3RTW  T?T  I  cIRr  Ti#^r  RTRR  ^  311#  %  TTfR 

|5f  31^  dddi  ^  Mg-dd  ^  ^  1  St'ddixi  TfTSTRENt  ^  TT^Ildl  'dddi  ^  TRRI  gg  1  61  d  %  4l6d 

^  ^  2ff  I  -d^  ^  ^  RT  dTRT  ^  I  TTfif  cTTmT  ^  RRT  3#RRJ?R  RR  ^  dTW  RF?  ^  ^  I 

cfjy  Wcfl  'RRR  3tR  RR#  3TdlRd  ^  1  dR^d  'd'^id  TTEtld)  ^  6'tdlc;  'RrT  I 
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On  his  way  back  from  England  Gandhiji  stopped  over  briefly  in  France,  Switzerland  and  Italy.  In  Switzerland  he  spent  five  days  with  the  Nobel  Prize 
winning  French  writer  Remain  Rolland  who  had  written  books  on  Ramakrishna,  Vivekananda  and  the  Mahatma,  with  a  view  to  presenting  India’s 
mystical  philosophy  to  the  West.  They  two  spent  time  discussing  the  troubled  state  of  the  world.  In  Italy,  Gandhiji  stayed  in  Rome  for  two  days.  He 
saw  the  Sistine  Chapel  in  Vatican  City.  He  wanted  to  meet  Pope  Pius  XI,  but  the  Pope  refused  to  see  him.  Mussolini,  the  Fascist  dictator  (//  Duce) 
of  Italy,  however  wanted  to  meet  the  Mahatma.  Gandhiji  met  the  Duce  in  his  office.  They  were  poles  apart  -  a  military  dictator  and  an  apostle  of  non¬ 
violence.  Gandhiji’s  impression  of  Mussolini:  “  He  looked  like  a  butcher”. 


^  ^fFRT  TRPT  TTtMr  sfp  if  f^cTTV  I  ^  ^  %ef  ^  'ifHlRct  #FT 

%cTTt  1 1^  ^  TRTR  %  py  c]^  1  ^  ^  ^  f^cTTV  I  ^3^  c||(^cj,H  ppy  ^  PtTPTPT  PP  I  ^  ^tlP  PPTf 

^  fteHT  ^l  ef%P  ^  ^  ftef%  %  PPT  I  ^  cTHTW  PTft  %  iTfeHT  W  I  I 

^  ppTT?  PP5PP  ^f^TPT  sff  -  an  pff4f  cTFfTPTT?  ^  ^  3#Tn  %  I  Tf  pteM  pp  eFT  r' 
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By  the  time  Gandhiji  returned  to  India  on  December  28,  1932  a  new  Viceroy  -  Lord  Willingdon  -  had  taken  over.  He  viewed  the  Mahatma  as  a 
dangerous  agitator  to  be  put  behind  bars  in  order  to  protect  the  security  of  the  British  Raj.  Accordingly  he  had  Gandhiji  back  in  Yeravada  Jail  within 
a  week  of  Gandhiji’s  landing.  At  the  RTC  there  were  suggestions  that  Harijans  be  given  a  separate  electorate.  Gandhiji  was  dead  set  against 
separating  the  Harijans  from  the  main  body  of  Hindus.  But  in  August  1933,  the  Government  gave  an  ‘award’  to  that  effect.  Gandhiji  went  on  a  fast 
in  protest.  The  Harijan  leader  B.R.Ambedkar  agreed  with  the  Mahatma’s  stand  that  Harijans  needed  only  reservation  of  seats  and  not  a  separate 
electorate.  Accordingly  the  issue  was  settled. 


28  1932  ^  ^  I  cT^  ^  WlYFf  efl^  %  9^  'ifN  9TT I  ei^,  ^  ^gfeHT  tl 

^'<dlPl'4l  ^  Tj  %  I  ^  eiVd  %  ^  TIHT?  ^  I  TteT^R  TF^feH  6Rddl  SRn 

^  ^  ^  ^  ^  I  ft§3ti  %  ^  STePT  ^  I  eff^  3FR?r,  1933  ^  WcpW  %  ^RdRi  ^  3TTPT  Plj'lPH  ^ 

■plW  ^  ^  I  TT#3?r  ^  Tj  STTROT  mW]  ^  I  ^Rddl'  %  ^  ff.3TR.  stlT  Tt#^r  %  ^Rddl  ^  31PPT  Rcllpd 

%  snraFT  r  ^  l  wn  3|r  pmen  wf  § arr  l 
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In  May  1933  Gandhiji  was  released  from  jail.  In  June,  his  last  son  Devadas  was  married  to  Lakshmi,  daughter  of  Rajaji,  the  Gandhian  leader  of 
Tamil  Nadu.  In  September,  he  donated  the  Sabarmati  ashram  to  the  Harijan  Sevak  Sangh  and  himself  moved  to  a  new  ashram  built  at  Wardha 
near  Nagpur.  He  had  chosen  Wardha  mainly  for  the  reason  that  it  was  located  at  the  center  of  India.  At  Wardha,  Gandhiji  had  a  kuti  (a  hut)  for  himself 
and  Kastur  Ba  had  a  separate  one.  Mahadev  Desai,  his  secretary  since  1917,  moved  to  Wardha  Ashram  with  him.  Mahadev  was  among  the  first 
to  address  Gandhiji  as  ‘Bapu’  (father);  many  others  followed  suit.  Gandhiji  also  treated  him  as  a  son.  Mahadev  served  his  Bapu  with  loyalty  and 
devotion  for  25  years  till  his  untimely  death  at  the  age  of  50. 


1933  ^  ^  fer  i  ^  if  gw  ^  pRIchhi^  ^  ■gtf  tts#  ^  l  if  wRTFRft 

snww  ^  Tiw  ^  WH  ^  ^  ^  WFig^  ^  wrt  wefr  if  gn  anww  t)  l  ^  ttt  %  fTrferg  gn  w? 

TTRW  %  WT  ftg  WT  2TT 1  ^  ^  ^  wwgw  ^  ^  3TeFT  TfeFf  sff  1  ^  1917  ^  Tf%f  ^  TUST  ^  aTfifi  TTMT 

^  WTeft  ^  ^  l  Tfor  ww  sfgwww  wt?  wig  few^  l  wi?M  ^  ter  ^  wrte  ^  i  wtew  ww  wner 

3Tte  sRTFiteP  wcp  wm  ter  •wwwr  stir  eFFi  ^  wte  7%  l 
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In  1937  elections  were  held  to  eleven  Provincial  Assemblies  all  over  India  under  a  freshly  enacted  ‘Government  of  India  Act’.  Heeding  Gandhiji’s 
call,  people  voted  overwhelmingly  for  Congress,  and  Congress  won  the  election  in  most  Provinces.  Subhas  Chandra  Bose  was  elected  President 
of  the  successful  Congress  the  following  year.  But  he  resigned  from  Presidentship  the  next  year  since  he  was  not  able  to  form  a  Working 
Committee  conforming  to  the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  Congressmen.  In  the  meanwhile,  Gandhiji  made  a  tour  of  the  North-West  Frontier  Province 
in  the  company  of  an  extraordinary  leader  of  that  Province,  Khan  Abdul  Ghaffar  Khan.  Khan  Saheb  had  pledged  the  native  Pathans,  traditionally 
bound  to  a  violent  way  of  life,  to  Gandhiji’s  creed  of  non-violence. 


TFT  1937  Tf  Midi <4  %  fdy  SjldlRdd  ^  I  'Py  sigd  'ii'Jsdl  elFtf  %  ^  HdFM  Midi 

Tf  ^  I  %  siHrar  ^  ^  ^  l  tftft  ^3^  1 ^  cbiiiR)4l'  ^  w#  ^  tfst 

STdit  cbl4cFlRu‘il  W  ^  Vri  ^  pR'dHlxI'f  mef  %  f4RlE  ^  3T^  WFN  #  %  ^1191  ^  Jflcf  ^  I  ^  ^  H^<FN  Rf  ^ 

WTR  Twti  If  RrqtficT  ^  i 
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In  1939  the  Second  World  War  broke  out.  Soon  Hitler’s  German  forces  started  scoring  great  successes  in  the  battlefield.  English  cities  were  being 
heavily  bombed.  Gandhiji  did  not  want  to  launch  a  mass  satyagraha  campaign  at  that  time.  Yet  he  wanted  to  make  known  the  faith  of  the  Indian 
masses  in  non-violence.  He  therefore  launched  an  anti-war  campaign,  to  be  conducted  by  acts  of  individuals.  He  chose  Acharya  Vinoba  Bhave  to 
be  the  first  individual  to  make  an  anti-war  speech  in  public,  for  which  he  was  promptly  jailed  for  three  months.  Rabindranath  Tagore,  in  a  moving 
message  issued  on  the  occasion  of  his  80th  birthday  in  April  1941,  bitterly  criticized  the  British  for  “withholding  true  human  relationship  from 
Indians”.  The  poet  died  a  few  months  later. 
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1939  if  I  ^  ^  fl  T?  MT  ePff  I  31^  %  iR  ^  ifTTEnff  ^  I  ^  Tm  ^  3iidleH 

^  ^  I  ')?r  ^  ^  ThJ?  4?l  3TNSTT  4^1  ^  TIFT^  ^  I  ^  3Tt^cTT  ^TefFTT,  ^  oi.|Rd4l 

^  oqRdJIef  IR  ’^fefT%  'dRc|Ml  SfT  I  ^  ^  ^  TTT  if  ^  I ^  ^  #4  ZfTRMTf  I  ^41sHI2T  R  3ftR^,  1941  R 

sfiRf  80  R  T?  ^  ^  RrtR  WR  sRRi  ^ctrt  ^kRiR  %  RR  Tiwr  ^  tqR  R  fep:?  ^  ^  1 #r  fRRi 

R  ^  Rf  tRh 
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^  1941  ^  %  T^ar  ^f  ^  l  ^  ^ 

^  ^  ^3TT I  ^oIRnI,  ^  3Trf^  ^  W=tf  31^ 

w?T  ^  #fn  TT?  ^  ^  T^l^i  ^f^Mr  ^  %  ^?TTt^ 

<4>'<!^  ^T  WcT  clTf  slNldlR'MI  '<-|'^4>K  ^  314'TI  '!<ldd  '<1'i<4>K  vHTRT  ^aTR  ^F?f  I 
3tM  ^  ^  -  "WfT  #F^"  I  '-N^dlRill  >!1^cbK  R  ^ 

^  f^  I  ^  ^  ^  WI  ^  ^  W  I  ^ 

aiMi  R  ^TNc[  ^  3tf3tt^  t  ^  f¥\^  f^l  3t^ 

f^M  R  J^'dfdR  ^  '^Ff  R  MlRb'<-dM  4dR  ^  eiei^  ^  I  "^IKd  f^Md 
cFT  SIT  I  f^'^TFPT  R  fFT  3M?  ^cTlRT  I  4W  ^ 

FRR  R  1FRF  TR  'i|d-';5'<id  ^  I  y lei >11  ^afR  ■ddl  i?r  F  FR 

^  I  ^  ^  FR  ^itf^  wf^TR  FRR  ^  ^aR  TRT  #  cTT^ 

W^  ^  -  tTRRT  ^  FTRP  ^Refld  ^  ^#51 1 


Preparing  For  Independence 

1942  -  1947 


Japan  entered  the  War  on  Germany’s  side  in  December 
1941  and  won  a  quick  succession  of  victories  on  the 
Asian  front.  They  drove  the  British  out  of  Malaya  and 
Burma  and  were  on  India’s  border.  Gandhiji  felt  that  a 
free  Indian  Government  would  be  in  a  better  position  to 
achieve  a  favourable  settlement  of  peace  with  the 
Japanese  than  a  colonial  British  Government.  He 
therefore  asked  the  British  to  “Quit  India”.  The  British 
reacted  by  imprisoning  him.  He  was  released  only  when 
the  war  was  nearing  its  end.  After  the  War  the  British 
decided  to  grant  independence  to  India.  In  the  meanwhile 
Mohammed  Ali  Jinnah  had  succeeded  in  selling  the  idea 
of  creation  of  ‘Pakistan’  to  the  Muslim  masses,  and  India 
was  to  be  partitioned.  Partition  unleashed  a  monstrous 
hatred  between  Hindus  and  Muslims.  There  was  terrible 
rioting  and  bloodshed  in  Bengal  and  Punjab.  The  police 
forces  and  the  army  were  unable  to  do  anything.  There 
was  only  one  force  that  could  keep  peace  and  prevent 
bloodshed  in  the  face  of  the  monster  -  a  one-man  army 
called  Mahatma  Gandhi. 


In  December  1941  Japan  entered  the  war  on  Germany’s  side.  Within  about  four  months  they  had  driven  the  Americans  out  of  the  Philippines,  the 
French  out  of  Indo-China,  the  Dutch  out  of  the  East  Indies  and  the  British  out  of  Malaya,  Singapore  and  Burma.  The  British  desperately  needed 
Indian  support,  and  sent  a  mission  under  Sir  Stafford  Cripps  with  an  offer  of  dominion  status  to  be  given  after  the  war.  But  there  were  so  many 
unacceptable  conditions  attached  to  the  offer  that  Gandhiji  straightaway  rejected  it.  The  Japanese  were  at  the  gates  of  India;  and  Gandhiji  felt  that 
India  as  a  free  nation  could  deal  more  effectively  with  an  invading  Japanese  army.  On  August  8,  1942,  the  Congress  under  Gandhiji  launched  a 
campaign  asking  the  British  to  “Quit  India”. 


1941  Tf  ^  ^  ^  9^  I  efWT  ^  ^  vr)imR4l  ^  ^  ^ 

^  hRR|4I,  RfTT^,  TPfr  %  3T^  ^  I  ^  4^  I  ^  ^1  TTISf  ^  ^ 

R4F1xT  mR  4^  %  TTfST  ^  1^  ^  RF  I  ^  ^  TTfST  4^  TTRI  ^  2?!,  41#^!  ^ 

4^  44?  ^  44^  I  RT4F?r  4T44  4?!  #41  44  4|4  4^T  1  ###  4^  eTTT  RM#  #TT  ^  #4#f  ^  44c#  ^  #  441  ^r  4T44  4?TKT  41314  #41 1  8  31444, 

1942  4^  4i##  #  ^rgc4  ^  4#4T  ^  '4144  ##'  3li#eR  4^  #441  4^  I 
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The  Colonial  Government  reacted  with  great  swiftness  to  the  launch  of  the  ‘Quit  India’  campaign.  All  the  Congress  leaders  like  Nehru,  Patel,  Azad, 
Kripalani  and  others  were  imprisoned  within  days.  Gandhiji  and  Kastur  Ba  were  arrested  and  kept  as  prisoners  at  the  Aga  Khan  Palace  in  Poona 
-  a  consideration  shown  for  the  extremely  poor  state  of  their  health.  Mahadev  Desai,  who  was  also  arrested,  was  allowed  to  be  with  them.  But  on 
the  fifth  day  of  his  imprisonment  Mahadev  died.  Ba  was  terribly  upset;  and  at  her  request,  Manubehn  Gandhi,  a  grandniece  of  the  Mahatma  was 
allowed  to  be  with  them  in  the  Palace  as  a  prisoner.  Others  allowed  to  be  with  the  Mahatma  were  Dr.  Sushila  Nayyar,  Sarojini  Naidu  and  Mirabehn. 
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TMff^  TfW?,  ^  feefTT  ^  Ml  ^  ^  I  ^  M  ^  3IMTT,  sfp  M  TT  M  I  Ti#^l 

WT  T?l  M  ^  ^  ^  ^  TcTRSZI  KfH  if  ^  M  %  3TFn  ^  ^  I  ^ffMf  M  ^  fM 

stir  M  Mh  TTSf  ^  ar^rffri  fM  I ttMi  atR  M  ^ 

M  ^  ^  if  Mp  TPST  SfRfR  Ml  M  M.  ^^cfT  WR,  MM  dl^^  M  ^  ^  Mp  TTTSf  M  ^  Ml  I 


As  always,  Gandhiji  got  adjusted  to  prison  life  in  no  time.  He  set  himself  a  precise  schedule,  spending  his  time  as  productively  as  possible.  But 
Ba  had  never  been  one  to  adjust  to  the  confined,  constricted  life.  She  missed  having  a  number  of  people  around  her-  particularly  little  children.  She 
was  in  poor  health  even  at  the  time  of  her  arrest;  and  she  fell  ill  in  prison.  She  suffered  a  succession  of  heart  attacks.  On  February  22,  1944  -  on 
Sivarathri  night  -  she  died  in  Bapu’s  arms.  Her  body  was  cremated  within  the  compound  of  the  Palace.  Soon  Gandhiji  himself  was  released  from 
prison.  The  war  had  turned  in  favour  of  Britain  and  her  allies,  and  the  Government  felt  confident  enough  to  release  him.  Gandhiji  spent  some  time 
in  Bombay,  Poona  and  Panchgani  before  returning  to  Wardha. 


3TT?r  3TTTcl  %  31^^  TFMI  ^  ft  ^  4^  f^Mt  ^  31^^  STff  ^  ^  I  ^T44?t  9^  Tm-TfPTff  ^  3FT^  TFR  49  ^  1%4T  i 

dRh-l  49?^  4T  4?t  4?f  f^f^ft  4?l  3TT4?r  4ft  ^tt  1  $4Rl4  dVit  ^  R^''|q  4)9  ^  4Tit  %  TfTSf  4tI  3444  stt  1  %4  ftef  TFR  ft  39^  T41T24  49  4TeT 

ft9R  9#l4^f^^4^^9tl22  9^94ft  1944  4^  94#f49Tf%  4^  9T4  4^1  4?t  414  f  9M  444  1  444^  444to 

44ef  4^  4T9ft4T?f  f  ft  4?!  4ft  I  fltTf  ft  4TfFft  ffd  ^  fff  4f  I  f  HI'S  34  441  41  sflT  ^4et4  3|t9  394  94ft  ft  9%  f  1  9R499  314  Hlfldl 

4f  4^  419  9149?!  ft  1  4iffft  f  44t  fft^f  %  94^1  1^4  44f ,  gf  3fR  944ft  f  If^lf  1 
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During  the  two-year  period  of  Gandhiji’s  incarceration  in  Aga  Khan  Palace,  Mohammed  AN  Jinnah,  the  leader  of  Muslim  League,  had  carried  on  an 
active  campaign  among  Indian  Muslims  to  support  the  establishment  of  ‘Pakistan’  as  a  separate  ‘homeland’  for  Indian  Muslims,  by  partitioning 
India.  Gandhiji  was  against  the  partition  of  the  country,  and  tried  to  convince  Jinnah  to  work  for  independence  of  a  united  India.  But  the  talks  he  had 
with  Jinnah  in  September,  failed.  Gandhiji,  however,  continued  to  work  for  uniting  Indians  of  all  classes,  regions,  religions  and  language  groups. 
Towards  that  end,  he  campaigned  for  adoption  of  Hindustani  as  a  national  ianguage,  U9e  of  khadihy  all  and  adoption  of  a  simple  lifestyle  by  the 
wealthy.  Men  like  Jamnalal  Baja]  supported  his  campaigns. 


^  3TFTT  ^  ^  ^  TfTef  ^  ^  3T^  1^  %  ^  fetM  gTfcFfptr  ^  3TTFr 

^  #rT  ^  ^[Tf^  3TfdWpr  ^  an  I  ^  ^  ^  TPST  I^ell4>  ^  3#lTTf^  ^  ^ 

Wd  ^  I  T?  TTiaf  TTlfl  ft  I  TTfMr  ^  ^  ^  TT!,  apfi  XTM3tr  %  Tfpfi  if  ^  ^  vjfffr 

I tf  nNcf  xdt  TfgW  ip  TTT  if  ^  ip  x^pH  if  STlft  XPT  mR  f%PT  |  xJTfFfTefTef  TPM  eM  if  TPaf  fdPT  I 
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Gandhiji  continued  to  be  in  poor  health  after  he  came  out  of  prison.  Rajaji,  who  did  not  take  part  in  the  ‘Quit  India’  movement  and  hence  was  not 
imprisoned,  had  held  lengthy  discussions  with  Jinnah  during  1943  on  the  ‘Pakistan’  question.  He  had  evolved  a  ‘formula’  under  which,  after  India 
won  freedom,  the  people  of  the  Muslim  majority  areas  in  the  North  West  and  East  of  India  would  be  asked  to  decide  by  plebiscite  whether  they 
wanted  Pakistan.  In  case  they  so  desired,  those  areas  would  form  ‘Pakistan’.  They  would  get  full  autonomy  and  form  a  loose  federation  with  the 
rest  of  the  country.  Gandhiji  wanted  to  use  the  formula  as  a  starting  point  for  further  discussions  with  Jinnah.  But  Jinnah,  though  he  showed  some 
interest  in  the  formula  initially,  finally  rejected  it. 


^  ^  ^  WR  ^  TtsMi  StTcRSfcn  ^  I  ^  3^141  eH  ^  ^  sfR  ^  TR  1943  ^  ^  4TcfR 

IB^  TR,  ^  WWf]  f^RT^  31^^  ^  3nRT^  ^  WR  3fR  ^  gTIcTflFf  WfR  ^  ^  ^  if  efpfRcT  RTW  I  ^  3FR 

mRh'i'dM  RRcf  ^  rtf  ^f^  4^  TTFTT  WTTT I  ?f2TT  if  '4NcT  if^  3R  el(ih4  ^  rR?  %  TcfRfrfcfT  MT  >^^4  I  41^^  f^Rfl  qio'i  if> 

tjif  MK|i)ct?  STRR  44141  416^1  ^  I  if  if  ^  TRrfRT  if  9fT|f  R'^iql,  ef^R  4TT  if  ^  3R#cfT?  "^R  I 
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In  December  1945,  Gandhiji  started  on  a  two-months  tour  of  Bengal,  Assam  and  south  India.  His  purpose  was  prepare  the  people  for  the  coming 
freedom.  He  spent  over  ten  days  in  Madras  addressing  public  meetings,  groups  of  Constructive  Workers,  Hindi  pracharaks,  and  so  on.  He  laid 
the  foundation  stone  at  the  Thakkar  Bapa  Vidyalaya  for  their  new  campus  at  T.Nagar  and  saw  the  service  rendered  there  for  the  welfare  of  harijan 
youth.  He  traveled  by  train  from  Madras  to  Madurai,  and  on  the  way  addressed  the  gathering  at  Trichy  railway  junction  when  the  train  stopped  there. 
Congress  leaders  like  Rajaji,  and  ‘Kalki’  R.Krishnamurthy  accompanied  him.  Everywhere  he  went  he  advised  the  people  to  be  disciplined, 
develope  a  sense  of  civic  responsibility  and  get  prepared  to  run  a  free  and  democratic  country.  - 


W]  1945  if  T[t£M  ^  3RP1  alR  if  ^  4^  I  3n^[4T^  31541^  %  -HtTfr  4^  fim  45^  W5T  SfT  I  ^  4^  3TFr  ^ 

W3tf  4^  cbl4cbd'l3TT  %  ^  W4Kcb1  %  I  ^  ^  ^14^  4M  fefTeBT  %  4^  44  ^ 

44  Tf  ^44^  %  4k4FT  ^  ^  4%  44^  44  44#T  I  ^  ^  ^  4^  44^  ^  ^  4%  44^  ^  ^  4T;|t  44?t 

44  4#  44  4TJ^  4^  4^1^14  I  444^1,  444^  gnl^  %  ^3TT  ^  4444  414  1  4i?M  4#  ')?r  4^r  31^4144  3^14  HHiRcR  44441^(4 

44  44^  f^4T  3tf4  4444  ei'l0dif4'4  ^  4^  delN  ^  fcf4  dVil  4^  cf4T4  Rh4l  1 
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At  many  meetings  in  south  India  Gandhiji  spoke  of  khadi.  He  said  it  was  the  very  foundation  of  Indian  swaraj,  as  the  economic  upliftment  of  the 
poorest  sections  of  Indian  society  depended  on  it.  He  also  discussed  about  how  manual  labour  was  an  essential  factor  in  his  Constructive 
Programme  and  it  was  necessary  for  the  rich  to  do  manual  labour  in  order  that  they  might  develope  an  empathy  with  the  poor.  He  also  spoke  of 
the  charkha  as  a  symbol  of  ahimsa. 


^  if  if  I  cf^  ^fNcT  if^  'f-clVM  cfTf  ^  %  alR  iTN?f  if?  sigd  "it  ^  STfl^fe  vddRf  'T? 

1 1  ^xidfdTcf)'  cbl4?b4]’  ^  ^  'tM  if?  ^9T  ^fif^  ^f?^  I  ^ 

3ff^  ^  3?#f?  ^PfFTf  I 
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On  February  2  Gandhiji  addressed  a  mammoth  public  meeting  at  Madurai.  The  crowd  was  estimated  to  have  been  over  a  million.  He  visited  the 
famous  Meenakshi  Temple  the  next  day.  He  had  not  visited  the  temple  on  his  earlier  trips  to  Madurai  because  the  temple  was  not  open  to  Harijans. 
But  thanks  mainly  to  the  efforts  of  Gandhians  like  Madurai  A.Vaidyanatha  Iyer  and  L.N.Gopalaswami,  the  temple  gates  had  been  opened  for  the 
entry  of  Harijans.  Now  Gandhiji  was  happy  to  enter  the  temple  himself.  Similar  was  his  feeling  when  he  visited  the  ancient  hill  temple  of 
Palaniandavar  at  Palani.  Here  he  was  carried  up  the  hill  in  a  chair  by  Harijan  worshippers;  and  he  entered  the  sanctum  of  the  temple  in  their 
company. 


2,  Wfff  ^  ^  ^  f^TTTTFf  i  TgTRcfS  ^  TTRI  %  efR  ^  TFTF  ^  RFRcT  fT  ^  I  ^  ^  Tf^^  RTTStt 

Rr  I  ^  WT  ^  TfRy  ^  R  IRt  RRsRt  R  Rrt  ^  an  i  RfRn  crgpTfsj  sFm,  tttR 

tRRiR  RfTsti  R  R  wr  RR?  iIrR  R  Rr  r  frirr  tr  srri ttMt  ^  R  ^  ^  rt  ^ i ■qR  wtct  qeiR  R  qeRr  srsqr 

R  qRR  Rf  R  ft  i  ^  ^  ^  Roicb^  RRh  R  qrir  R  alR  nnMf  %  thst  RR?  R  t'R]?  RR I 
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After  the  War  ended,  the  newly  elected  Labour  Party  Government  in  Britain  sent  a  committee  of  three  cabinet  members  to  India  in  April  1946  to 
prepare  the  ground  for  India’s  freedom.  Gandhiji  camped  in  Delhi  and  Simla  for  three  months  for  discussions  with  the  ‘Cabinet  Mission’.  But 
Jinnah’s  obstructionist  attitude  ruled  out  any  understanding  between  Congress  and  the  Muslim  League.  Jinnah  was  bent  on  partitioning  the 
country,  and  called  for  “direct  action”  to  achieve  Pakistan.  The  Muslim  League  Government  in  Bengal  actively  encouraged  killings  of  innocent 
people  as  the  ‘direct  action’.  There  were  killings  in  Calcutta  for  three  consecutive  days  and  nights.  The  killings  continued  in  Noakhali  district  in  East 
Bengal.  Gandhiji  was  horrified  and  went  to  Noakhali  to  try  to  make  peace. 


^  ^  4^  44  RcjlRld  ^  R  4NcT  4^  ^  4?t  RRcbl  44lR  ^  Sltfef,  1946  if  ^  cfPT  4^  1^4^  4^1  4Rcr 

iRT  I  cTRr  Rp4T  4^  4#4  ^  ^  4^  34^  4^  ^  ^  sfn  44Tef  4?t  ^rj  ^^^444  4?4ai  cbl4c||^  4T4  ^  4ler  ^TeT  4FTR4ti  4^ 

??4T3tr  4^  Mlr^llRd  f%4T  I  4R44TI  Tf  #4  el4ldK  R4-Tr^  44fT  I  ^  44TeT  4t4PITc?f  ^  1^44  d4ldK  ^  2?!  I  4TMr  4^  ^  ^  4Ttf^  49444T  % 
4t4RIT#  f^4R  4t  I 
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A  terrible  blood  bath  had  taken  place  in  Naokhali,  and  Hindu  refugees  were  fleeing  towards  Calcutta.  Gandhiji  traveled  on  foot  from  village  to  village 
pleading  with  people  to  forsake  violence.  His  presence  brought  an  end  to  the  killings;  but  the  exodus  of  refugees  did  not  stop.  There  was  constant 
threat  of  violence  as  innocent  villagers  were  instigated  by  wily  League  politicians  to  keep  away  from  Gandhiji.  Gandhiji,  however,  continued  his 
mission  of  peace  for  four  months.  He  stopped  in  Calcutta  on  his  return  from  Noakhali.  He  held  discussions  with  the  Chief  Minister  Suhrawardy. 
From  there  he  went  to  Bihar  where  there  had  been  killings  of  Muslims.  He  continued  his  mission  of  peace  there  and  was  successful  In  ending  the 
violence. 


ij  WTTT  ^3T[  SfT  1  4>c<b-dl  ‘JTPT  ^  ^  I  TTsM  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  |  %  HtH 

elf%^  WrfM  m  TFPTT  ^  y?T  I  ^  ^  ^  ^  TtE?!  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  1 3TTW  ctf 

#  I  'i?l  TFMI  ^  %  MTTf  ^  ^  I  %ITWle?t  TFP7  ^  #7  TTfr  ^  ^  ^  I  ^  ^  ^  ftgR 

^  ^  ^  wy  #  y?T  stt  I  ^  ^  ^  ^  mm  m  ^  flrn  ^  wt  ^  ^  l 
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^  clicl^TlI  fch'41  ^  HMI  ^Icll  %  i 

f^-gferrT  %  ^lif^  %  aTFR^  3T^T?H 

^  #?  #it  WcIFU  ^  efPTt  ^  ^  if  3TrcR 

i  ^  if)  ■^fcT^i'i^  if  qi^iRcb  -?Tf^  x^  3quii(^cb  ^rf^  ^  ^ 

^  ^  sm  ^  ^  i[  f^c^  if  Wf^  ^1  ^3^ 

'J?f  ^  3Tq^  %jpn^  95t  I  cT  g^wrpT,  1^  wnrf^  cfft 
#?  MiRbWM  if  3W=?f-3TTT=?f  Wm  Yftl^  ^  ^1 

erf^  W  ITFM  ^  J|lf^4l'  i[  ^  %5HT3tf  ^  if  ft  ^  I 
iTNcT  ^  ^  ^  ^Hftf^-aRi^g  -^3^  if  1M^  ^  1 1 


Last  Phase 

1 947  -  1 948 


The  Mahatma  performed  what  has  been  termed  as  a 
‘miracle’  in  riot-torn  Calcutta.  By  undertaking  a  fast, 
which  he  would  not  break  unless  the  Hindus  and  Muslims 
stopped  the  rioting,  he  made  the  members  of  both  the 
communities  see  light  and  eschew  violence.  It  was  one 
of  the  rare  instances  in  history  when  moral  force  won 
over  physical  force.  By  the  same  means  he  brought 
peace  to  riot-torn  Delhi.  He  had  plans  for  greater  miracles. 
He  was  planning  to  lead  the  Muslim  refugees  back  from 
Pakistan  to  their  homes  in  India.  And  similarly,  the  Hindu 
and  Sikh  refugees  back  from  India  to  their  homes  in 
Pakistan.  But  a  mad  assassin’s  bullet  cut  short  his  plans. 
The  light  went  out  of  the  lives  of  Indians  -  and  Pakistanis. 


In  March  1947  the  British  Government  sent  Lord  Mountbatten  as  the  Viceroy  to  India  to  wind  up  the  British  rule  in  the  country.  He  acceded  to  the 
demand  for  Pakistan.  He  hastily  decided  that  independence  to  the  two  countries  would  be  granted  on  August  15.  But  no  arrangements  were  made 
by  him  to  maintain  law  and  order  in  the  areas  affected  by  the  partition.  As  a  result,  bloody  riots  broke  out  in  Punjab  and  Bengal,  between  Hindus 
and  Muslims,  as  Independence  Day  approached.  Gandhiji  was  in  Calcutta  in  early  August  when  rioting  broke  out  in  the  city.  He  spent  Independence 
Day  there  as  a  day  of  fast.  As  the  rioting  got  worse  he  began  a  ‘fast  unto  death’, unable  to  bear  the  agony.  His  suffering  brought  sense  to  the 
hooligans  indulging  in  violence  and  the  rioting  stopped  within  days. 


TTT^,  1947  if  7174^  if  '4Kd  ^  7T7447  4>f  ?cfT  4^  41^71714  44T47?  ipjff  I  4ff%7cfT4  %  fef4  ^  ^  I 

13^  75T444P?f  if  iVf4  %  15  3T474  4if  ^  4^  3TP4f^  ^  ^  |  4f1%4  ^  #f4T^  ^fpff  if  44=54-c447arf  4if  44Tif  TTfif  ip 

^  rPTfff  4#  4?f  I  4c?r4f  4?  ^34  1%  744441  ^  TPiPf  auif-anif  4414  3|f7  441ef  ^  ip  ff4  ^  3fR  ^  TITfif  4?f  414-7if  34  4^  |  % 

^  4144174  if  414  ^  44  41#^!  4^  ^  I  4#  14#if  34W^  ip  1^  1544171  7711 1  ^  4^4  4^  4t  13^  3171^  ^  §34  3|f7  14#if  34474  31444  4?f  ^ff4^ 

I  4d4>l  4?  34cHMl'Sd  4^  ?T?1  if  4441  stR  §1^5  ^  Rdl  if  7141  §4  I 
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alt 


Having  ended  the  riots  in  Calcutta  by  the  power  of  his  moral  force  Gandhiji  returned  to  Delhi  on  September  9th.  The  city  was  choked  with  Hindu 
refugees  from  Pakistan,  and  camps  of  Muslims  waiting  to  go  to  Pakistan.  Almost  inevitably,  there  had  been  violence  in  the  city.  Gandhiji  had 
originally  intended  to  go  to  Punjab,  but  decided  to  stay  on  in  Delhi.  He  visited  the  Muslim  camps  and  the  Hindu  refugee  centers.  He  held  daily  prayer 
meetings  in  the  grounds  of  Birla  House  where  he  was  staying.  He  would  read  prayers  from  the  Hindu  scriptures  as  well  as  from  the  Koran  and  the 
Bible  to  emphasize  the  underlying  unity  of  all  religions.  But  there  were  many  who  charged  him  with  taking  sides  one  way  or  the  other.  His  own 
countrymen  failed  to  understand  him. 


3TTWTTf^'ch  Wet  ^  cbecbrtl  if  ^  ^  WT  cR  9,  1%^  I  %  3TT%  ^  3flT  Mll^'ttlH  ^  cfj  cPTR  gTfePTPTf 

ip  iptf  ^  sfr  I  ^  ^  I  ^  sfl,  erf^  if  f[  m 

I  cT  ip  %9T  if  ip  ip^  if  ^  ^  I  if  ^  ^  Wl^  9T  ^  ^  I  if  if  ^stf 

3|R  5R3TRf  cTSfT  ^  cTT^  cfR^  ^  sIR  TRip  sfciRUcf  T:fWI  iR  ^  ^  I  cM  if  fMf  R  ^fcTRR  ^  ^  I  aRfif  ^ 

^  ip  TPRf  ip 
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Although  riots  and  violence  in  Delhi  was  kept  in  check  by  the  Government,  Gandhiji  was  painfully  aware  that  it  was  an  enforced  peace  obtained  by 
the  use  of  police  force  and  the  army.  On  January  13,  1948  he  commenced  a  fast.  He  wanted  that  true  peace  should  return  to  Delhi.  There  was  also 
a  question  of  Rs.55  crores  which  India  had  to  pay  Pakistan  as  their  share  of  the  cash  balances.  Sardar  Patel  and  a  few  others  were  not  in  favour 
of  making  the  payment  since  by  then  Pakistan  had  started  an  armed  conflict  in  Kashmir.  Gandhiji’s  body  was  in  no  condition  to  withstand  the  rigors 
of  a  long  fast.  His  health  deteriorated  rapidly.  His  kidneys  were  failing.  By  the  end  of  the  fourth  day  he  had  become  delirious.  Doctors  attending  on 
him  feared  for  his  life. 


^  q?  4^  ^  SfT  I  ^  SfT  q?  I  ^  ^  I  13  1948 

3TT?pf  f^qr  I  sff  f%  ciKnR<ri  qn  ^  l  ^kci  qqNT  qqqqr  'ii^Tl  55  qjqif  qtr  qqq  sq  l  qRqr? 

3pq  efR  ^  qqqqj  q^  ^qr  q^  ^f,  qqiRb  q^Rtr  qq  qrf^Rqrq  q^  Rq[  ^  qR  ^  9?f  1  ^iialdl  q^  qrRfRq^  qqn  cR  aiqqiq  R  lerq  Rd^ci 
^  off  I  q*icri  qqrqszf  ^  R^i-sai  qqi  I  qqR  Plf$bq  eR  I Rq  R  qR  TrRqrq  R  qqr  I  q'lRl  RqRq  qRRnef  RqsR  q^  q-iRl  dM  q^ 

tad'll  efqr  I 


97 


Gandhiji’s  suffering  made  the  Hindu,  Muslim  and  Sikh  leaders  sign  a  pledge  that  they  would  keep  the  peace  in  Delhi.  It  was  also  agreed  that  India 
would  pay  Pakistan  the  amount  due  on  cash  balances.  He  broke  the  fast  on  the  18th.  His  strength  also  returned  more  quickly  than  anyone  had 
expected.  He  started  planning  for  a  march  to  Pakistan.  He  would  march  along  the  artificial  border  between  the  two  countries  and  restore  the 
brotherhood  between  the  brothers.  He  talked  guardedly  to  a  few  members  of  an  intimate  group  about  leading  the  Muslim  refugees  back  to  India, 
and  the  Hindus  and  Sikhs  back  to  Pakistan.  He  was  perfectly  aware  that  it  was  an  extraordinary  idea.  But  his  listeners  also  knew  that  he  had  done 
very  many  extraordinary  things  in  his  lifetime. 


qryq  ^  qqqqi  wr  1 18  cnfRi  sfqqr  arqqH  i  sfRiqif^id  qf^  ^  ^  qrq^  I  q^  qrqr 

l^fqqq  1%qT  i  ^  ^  cf^  ii  qrqr  q^  #tr  qw  %  qM  qrfqNT  gqgqqiftq  qqqq  i  qNq  ^  q%  y^d^idf  q^  qrqq 

efi^  3|r  qrf^qqH  ^  qq^r  1%^  qti  ^  ^  %  qi^  q  ^  Rcbdcj^  qqqtfJpfi  i\  qm  qqrr^i  ^  qyq  qr^  an  % 

qqi^Kui  qri  erf^  ^q^iqTcit  qtr  qq^q  qr  1%  qqMr  ^  ^^rqq  ^  q^  spqqrqq  qq4  f  I 
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Gandhiji  resumed  the  evening  prayer  meetings  in  the  grounds  of  Birla  House.  He  would  walk  to  the  prayer  ground  with  his  arms  resting  on  the 
shoulders  of  his  two  grandnieces  -  Manu  and  Abha.  He  called  them  his  “  walking  sticks”.  On  Friday,  January  30th  he  got  up  very  early  for  his 
morning  prayers.  He  had  his  morning  meal  of  goat’s  milk  and  some  fruit  juice.  He  attended  to  his  normal  correspondence  work  and  met  a  few 
visitors.  At  4.00  P.M.  Sardar  Patel  called.  There  were  rumours  that  he  and  Nehru  were  not  getting  on  well.  Gandhiji  advised  Patel  to  sink  their 
differences  and  work  together.  It  was  5.10  P.M.  when  he  was  finally  free.  He  came  out  of  his  room  into  the  ground  at  5.13.  He  was  slightly  late  that 
day.... 


tcF  ^  4^  dlf^4l  ^  1  30,  ddTfl,  1930  ^  ^  ft  ^  4?!  ^  ^  1  f  Slt^-Tn  ^  Wl 

TTf  I  3TTTcT  ^  31^^  g^-1eRI^  f  3IFT^  %  3TT%  I  ^  stK  f  tT^cTT  ^  21T I 

Ti#ft  f  TfWRT  %  f  ^  wifft  ^  ftcTF?  I  qm  ^  ^  ^  |  ^  5.13  ^  T?  311^  I 

^  ^  sM-#  ^  ft  ^  stt  . 
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There  was  the  usual  crowd  waiting  at  the  prayer  ground,  and  they  opened  out  to  let  Gandhiji  pass.  Suddenly  a  man  in  a  khaki  jacket  rudely  pushed 
his  way  through  the  crowd  to  reach  Gandhiji’s  side.  He  was  Nathuram  Vinayak  Godse,  a  Hindu  religious  fanatic.  He  fired  three  shots  from  a  gun, 
in  quick  succession  at  Gandhiji’s  chest.  Gandhiji  fell  with  the  name  of  God  on  his  lips.  “Hey  Ram,”  he  said,  and  those  were  his  last  words.  There 
was  confusion  and  commotion  everywhere.  A  few  people  jumped  on  Godse  and  pinned  him  down.  News  of  the  assassination  spread  like  wild  fire. 
Soon  Pandit  Nehru,  the  chosen  political  heir  of  the  Mahatma,  was  there.  As  soon  as  he  came  out  of  the  shock,  Nehru  addressed  the  nation  over 
the  radio.  “Light  has  gone  out  of  our  lives,”  he  said. 


qrskr  Terpf  qr  strqq  ^  ^  if  sfr  i  ^  yy  ^rff  arpr^t  ^  #??[t  fan  atR  l  y?  qrsjTFT 

Rniqy,  qjw  yr;  cRk  ay  I  ytsMf  ip  yy  ^  ytfM  if  ^  ^  I  yfsM  %  tft'  gy  f^R  tt|  I  if  fr  aff^  ^  ^  l  ^  cp^ 
^f^eefT  aiR  ptR  qT  ^  tt|  ^  I  ^  ^PR  q^f  ^P^  I  TTM  ip  RPiAf^  WTf^fqqff  %TP^f  f^q^  if 

q^  qfif  I  4fcp|i|ciic^  ^  qqqr  ip  ^  ^rrRif  ip  qjq  ^  qii  if  Tfqtf^  f^qr  -  "yqi^  ^^fqq  ^  qqfl^  |?T  q^  ...." 
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The  news  of  the  Gandhiji’s  death  sent  shock  waves  around  the  world.  In  India  the  people  went  into  a  collective  shock.  In  millions  of  homes  around 
the  country  they  did  not  light  their  kitchen  tires  that  night.  People  did  not  eat,  did  not  sleep.  Weeping  crowds  kept  pouring  into  Birla  House 
compound.  The  mortal  remains  of  the  people’s  beloved  Bapu  was  kept  on  a  parapet  wall  on  the  first  floor  for  them  to  have  a  last  darshan.  On  the 
suggestion  of  his  son  Devadas  his  chest  was  exposed  and  kept  bare.  The  bullet  wounds  could  be  seen.  His  head  was  kept  supported  on  a  pillow. 
He  had  died  a  violent  death,  but  his  face  showed  no  expression  of  pain.  The  features  were  calm  and  peaceful  as  if  he  was  in  sleep.  People  sat 
around  and  chanted  his  favorite  verses  from  the  Bhagwat  Gita. 


•'11^^  ^  ^  'tiWI  TRTR  "ffW  ■'Ni  I  '^Kd  ^  if  if  3TT  ■'Ni  I  ^  chXI'SI  cf?  if  Rd  vifefl  I  dVl  ^  ^  ^ 

TTI  'TT  ^  I  ^  Rel'iad  dVil  Tf^  R'Sefl  dX'+i  vid-S  I  ^  'TTI^  ¥1^  RvSell  ?MTf  dRjfel  ’hT  elVil  %  3il?ld 

^#7  %  2TTI  ^cfdfTf  ^  TTefT?  #7T  ^cTT  T7IT  ^1  Jill^ifl  %  ^  ^  I  ^  ^  ^  2TT I 

^  3tR  WR  ifrm  %  ■fcipftr  ^  ^  ^  I 
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Gandhiji’s  secretary  Pyare  Lai  informed  Nehru  and  others  that  Gandhiji  had  specifically  told  him  on  many  occasions  that  he  wanted  his  body  to  be 
cremated  at  the  earliest  after  his  death.  The  cremation  was  accordingly  arranged  for  the  very  next  day.  The  body  was  bathed,  anointed  with  sandal 
paste,  and  his  rosary  and  a  khadi  garland  placed  round  his  neck.  The  body  was  taken  to  the  cremation  ground  on  the  banks  of  Yamuna  in  an  Army 
truck.  The  funeral  procession  was  one  the  like  of  which  had  not  been  seen  before  -  not  in  India,  nor  anywhere  else  in  the  world.  It  was  a  sea  of 
humanity  as  a  million  people  followed  their  Bapu  on  his  last  journey.  The  procession  could  move  only  at  a  snail’s  pace.  It  took  five  hours  to  cover 
that  five  miles. 


^  3|R  cM  ^  ^pfFn  1%  TT#^r  ^  ^  ^  ftR  gr  ^  ^  ^  gig  gg 

gR  wq  I  gggrfN  ^  siiglf^d  I  gifR  g^  g^err  gR  ggg  efgrgr  ggr  I  ggg^  wngn  3|R  ^  g^i  wr 

g^  ^  gigr^r  g^  l  ^ggg  gifR  ^  ^  gggr-cTg  xr  gggng  engr  ggi  i  xjgg^  grgr  giRcT  %  g#  gggg  gg  %  ^  #  l  gn# 

gfpff  ^  upf-v(iy5;  sff^-grgr  xrg^  xjg^  Mgi  I  sri^-gigr  g^wy  g?!  gRf  ^  ggf  mi41  I  nig  glei  x^  Mig  gfe  efg  g^  1 
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Of  Gandhiji’s  four  sons  only  the  last  two  were  present  at  the  funeral  -  Ramdas  and  Devadas.  Manilal  the  second  son  was  in  South  Africa  and  there 
was  no  way  he  could  have  come  in  time.  The  whereabouts  of  his  eldest  son,  the  wayward  Harilal,  was  not  known.  (Devadas  has  written  that  Harilal 
came  to  Delhi  four  days  later.  But  some  historians  have  said  that  he  reached  Delhi  late  that  very  evening,  and  that  by  the  time  he  reached  the 
cremation  ground  only  the  last  embers  were  left).  It  was  Ramdas  who  lit  the  funeral  pyre.  The  ashes  were  collected  the  next  day;  and  thirteen  days 
later  they  were  immersed  in  various  rivers  and  seas  of  India.  A  simple  stone  pillar  marks  the  spot  of  his  assassination,  with  mock  foot-prints  made 
in  mortar  leading  to  it  from  his  room. 


^  W  tcTTRT  ^  ^1  ^  ^  1 ^  Hhdlel  ^  I  ^  ^  ^  sftl 

'^^err^  cpi  ?it  wi  #  sn  i  |  ^  ^  ^  l  eff^  I  ^  ^  ^  3tt^ 

^  ^  ^  cTTT  ^  ^  I)  'iiHctKt  ^  ^  fen  3tfe  ^  I  fer  3tfef  gzj^fer  fer  i  fe?  ffe  nrr  fei  %  nfefi  ^  Tirfe  if  ^swu\ 

ferm  fferi  l  ga?  ncsm  tstpi  nn  nicji  t,  ^^i  'Tfei  6e4i  ^  sJt  l  \Tfe  nfe  ^  fer  vfen  nfei  fe  %  I 
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A  mausoleum-like  structure  in  sandstone  and  marble  with  a  slab  bearing  his  last  word  “  Hey  Ram",  has  been  built  at  Rajghat  where  Gandhiji’s 
mortal  remains  were  cremated.  It  is  a  place  of  pilgrimage  for  all  visitors  to  Delhi.  Diagonally  across  the  road  from  Rajghat  is  the  ‘Gandhi  Memorial 
Museum’  where  along  with  many  other  exhibits  are  kept  the  last  earthly  possessions  of  the  Mahatma.  He  had  never  occupied  any  high  office  nor 
commanded  any  army.  And  yet  he  had  more  power  over  his  countrymen  than  any  ruler  of  India  had  ever  possessed.  With  all  that  enormous  power 
at  his  command  he  had  accumulated  as  his  earthly  possessions  nothing  more  than  a  pocket  watch,  two  pairs  of  sandals,  a  book  of  the  text  of  Gita, 
a  rosary  of  beads,  his  pair  of  glasses  and  a  few  items  of  basic  crockery  and  cutlery.  That  symbolizes  the  Mahatma. 


if  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  1 1  TWrfEf  T?  ^  1 1  3ll^c||ei1  %  cf^ 

gfe  TSTH  f3TT  1 1  ^  ^  ^  ^  WW  I,  ^  ^  ^  TTST  ^3^  ^  t 

0^1  W  Tf0rfT  %  I  '3^01  01^  SfT,  g  ^  ^FfT  ^  ^1-40  I  '5?f  ^Kd  dVil  ^  Reil  gT  v3'10l  Rdddl  ^IKid  gddl  2Tf  vidHI 

Rh'i?l  TWT^  gg  '^1  gdi  sg  i  ^  sfgR  ^ilgd  ^  grr^  \dd0l  g^gr  ggFd  ^ddl  2?i—  g^f  g^gel,  ^'tfcTT  g?i  '^rgg^  dMHidi, 

gggr,  g^  afR  ggggi  ggg^  gg  gg^  1  arg^  agg  if  ggiRn  ggfr  ip  g^  gggR  ?ii  g^  t  g%  1 1 
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